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Interview with several of his Rela-\|Satan, and soon. Asaad consent- 
tions. 'ed to go home and leave the Eng- 

lish, which was the great point 
March 6. Among those who} they wished to gain, provided they 
came to see Asaad to-day, were ||would get an assurance from the 


three of his brothers and an uncle. || patriarch in writing, to say, on. oe tt 
Mansoor, the oldest of the|/the faith of a Christian, that he | 
brothers, we had never before seen. || would not molest him. 5 
He is a furious bigot, and perfect- ‘* Bur,” said they, ** then you Mage 
ignorant and regardless of the |;must hold your tongue, and not 
rst principles of religion. The)||broach your new opinions among ee 


second, Tannoos, or Antony, has || the people.” 
lived among us as ateacher, and|) ‘*What,” replied Asaad, must 


has good native and acquired tal-|'1 go and live like a dumb min? ta , 
ents; but, though he might be a! No, that I will never do. My re- coe | 
Protestant if he were left at liber- | lizgion binds me not to doit. If “een 
ty, he thinks it altogether prepos-|,must love my neighbour as my- Sey 7 
terous to attempt to quarrel with ) self.” all 
bishops and patriarchs on the sub- ‘“*Why do you not go,” said cee 
ject of religion. tney, **to the Druses, and the ay 


These two brothers, and the |; Moslems, and preach the gospel 
uncle, (the last worse than the |;to them? You answer, because 
first,) came and conversed togeth- | there is danger. So there is dan- 

. er with Asaad in his chamber a!) ger in the present case ; this is not 
4 considerable time. gx. them ja land of liberty, therefore be si- 
] very earnest, I took the iberty | leat.” 
also to go in. They continued)| .dsaad.—**Secure me but the 
their rebukes and arguments, (cs-!}free exercise of my conscience, 
pecially the uncle) in so harsh and jj and I will go with you. My re- 
unfeeling a manner, that it made) ligion is my all, and I must be 
me tremble to hear them. ‘They || free in it.” 
contradicted Asaad, scoffed atanud|| They.—‘** We can give you no 
threatened him, calling him pos-||such security. Nobody dares go 


sessed, mad, under the power of|| to the patriavch with such a re- 
AvucustT, 1827. 29 


= 
| 
Pe 
a 
Cm 
Shi 
4 
hd 
a 
af 
44 
pian 
4 a 
| 
| Ba 
| 
| 
| 
¥ 
: 


226 


quest. You cannot be permitted 
to publish your notions abroad a- 
mong the people. 

‘* Then,” said Asaad, ** there 
is no more to be said ;”—rising, 
and with clasped hands walking 
the room ;—** Religion unshack- 
led—Religion tunshackled, is my 
doctrine 

They rose and left the room in 
an angry despair. Mansoor re- 
turned, and wished to speak a 
word with Asaad at the door. 
In a moment, Asaad returned. 
‘Do you know what Mansoor has 
told me ?” said he. ‘* His last 
words were, ‘Even if the patri- 
arch and the emir should do noth- 
ing; if they make no attempts to 
take your life; be assured, we 
ourselves will do the works; so 
= heed to yourself according- 

99 
Tues was much affected by the 
interview. As soon as he found 
himself at liberty, he stepped up 
into the loft where he sleeps, and 
threw himself on his couch in 
prayer. 

While in this attitude, his next 
younger brother, Galed, knocked 
at the door. I called to Asacd to 
inform him of the fact; but he 

ave me no answer. I then in- 
vited Galeb to another room, 
where Asaad soon joined us with a 
full and heavy heart. The two 
brothers saluted each other with 
embarrassment. Asaad evidently 
wished to be alone, and the broth- 


er, after a few mild, unmeaning | 


inquiries, left him. 


Begins to converse more pointedly 
with the People. 


7. I yesterday advised Asaad 
to direct his conversation with the 
people, as much as possible, to 
their hearts, and say little or 
nothing on the corruption of their 
church. He objected to the coun- 
sel. I referred him to similar ad- 
vice he gave me some months ago. 


*‘Ah,” said he, thought so 
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then, but I now see that you car- 
not stir a step, but you meet some 
of their corruptions.”” However, 
he to-day made the experiment, 
and held an hour’s conversation 
with two visitors on the subject of 
regeneration. ‘They both thought 
themselves renewed, but took too 
little interest in the subject to 
confine their attention to it. 
**You see,” said Asaad, after 
they had gone, ‘* how little they 
feel on sucha subject. It is pain- 
ful to talk with such men. Jf 
would rather see them contradict, 
and dispute, and get angry, or 
any thing, than to appear so 
dead.” 


Interview with a younger Brother. 


Asaad’s brother Galeb came a- 
gain to-day, and discovered more 
feeling than yesterday on the sub- 
ject of his brother’s leaving the 
English. He said he had brought 
an insupportable shame upon the 
family. Asaad insisted, that such 
shame was no argument whatever 
for his leaving us ; that all the dis- 
ciples of Christ were to expect it 
asa thing of course. Galeb as- 
sured him, that nobody would 
think of molesting him, if he were 
at Hadet. I asked Galeb if his 
brother Mansoor did not threaten 
yesterday tokill him. He turned 
away, coloured, and muttered 
something that I did not under- 
stand; but the whole was a full 
acknowledgment of the fact. | 

Asaad said, **I cannot confide 
in you ” 

But,” said Galed, ‘‘if any 
one were disposed to take your 
life, could they not do it as well 
here as at home ?” 

I answered, ** No; that the e- 
mir Beshir himself could not en- 
ter my house without my permis- 
sion, and that if the relatives of 
Asaad did not cease from their 
threats, I should feel myself bound 
to shut them out of it.” 


| After a long conversation, at 
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the end of which he found Asaad 
as inflexible as ever, he rose ab- 
ruptly, and was going out without 
a compliment, when Asaad start- 
ed up, and asked, ‘* Well, what 
do you conclude to do? Do you 
really intend to send some assas- 
sin to take my life in my room ?” 
The youth, without deigning to 
look at him, closed the door in 
sullen grief, and departed. 

Asaad turning to me, said, ‘+I 
cannot please these people. What- 
ever I say, they are sure to be 
angry. Soft words, or hard words, 
it makes no difference to them. 
They come as if I were under 
their kingly authority. ‘They lay 
hold of my cloak, and say, ¢ Give 
me this.? If I say, I will not give 
it,’ they are angry; and if I 
reason with them with all the 
mildness of which I am capable, 
and say, * Cannot you be accommo- 
dated elsewhere ? Can you not wait 
upon me in afew days? &c. they 
are equally angry.” 


Correspondence with his Famiiy. 


8. A messenger called this 
morning with the following note : 


‘*To our brother Asaad Esh 
Shidiak : May God bless you.— 
We beg = to come home to- 
night, and not wait till Sunday. 
We have pledged our mother that 
you shall come. If you fail to do 
so, you will trouble us all. 

‘> Your brother, GaALEB.”’ 


To this letter, Asaad set down, 
and instantly wrote the following 
reply. 

¢*To our much honored and very 
dear brother Galed : God preserve 
him.—Your note has reached us, 
in which you speak of our coming 
home to night, and say, that if 
we do not come, we trouble you 
all. 

‘¢ Now if we were in some dis- 
iant land, your longing after us in 
this manner might be very proper ; 
but we are near you, and you have 
been here, and seen us all in 
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health, and we have seen you. 
Then quiet our mother, that we, 
through the bounty of God, are in 
perfect health, and that we have 
great peace in our Lord Jesus 
Christ, peace above all that the 
world can afford, and abundant 
joy in the Holy Ghost above all 
earthly joy. Butas to our coming 
up this evening, we do not find it 
convenient, not even though we 
had the strongest desire to see our 
mother and you. 

‘¢ 1 beg you all to love God, and 


'to serve him in our Lord Jesus 


Christ. his is of all things the 
most important; for if we love 
God, if he but renew our hearts 
by the Holy Ghost, we shall enjoy 
each uther’s society for ever and 
ever. 

‘*And now we are prevented 
from coming to you, and you know 
we are not void of all desire to see 
you, but the hinderances to which 
we have alluded, are, we think, 
a suflicient apology. We beg you 
to accept our excuse, and to apolo- 
gize for us to our mother, and we 
pray God to pour out his grace 
richly on you all, and lengthen 
your days.— 

Your Brother, Asaap. 

«Pp. S. Tell our mother not 
to think so much of these earthly 
things, but rather of God our 
Saviour.” 


Is visited by his Mother. 


This letter had been gone scarce- 
ly time sufficient to reach Hadet, 
when the mother herself was an- 
nounced atthe door. We welcom- 
ed her with all cordiality, and 
treated her with all the respect 
and attention we could. But all 
we could do or say did not alter 
her resolution to get her son away, 
if in her power. She besought 
him by the honor he owed her, by 
the love he professed for her, by 
his regard for the reputation of 
her family, for religion itself, and 
for his own personal safety, that 


he would immediately accompany 
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her home; and when she found 
him inflexible, she declared she 
would never stir out of the house 
unless he went with her. 

To all this Asaad replied, ** To 
what purpose would it be, that I 
should go home ? You wish me to 
go, you say, that people may be 
convinced that I am not mad. 
But you, who come hither, and 
see, and converse with me, say, 
after all, that I am mad. How 
can it be expected that I should 
convince others that I am not 
mad, when my own mother will 
not believe it. Or do you think 
that if L once get out among you, 
the air of Hadet will change my 


opinions, or induce me to be 
silent? All these are vain expec- 
tations. IL see no object to be 
gained. If I should go to Hadet, 


and be constantly disputing with 
the people, and telling them, that 
you are all going astray 3 ; that 

ou are wershipping idols instead 
of the living God; that [ could 
wish to tear down every picture 
in your churches ; that the bread 
and wine of the Lord’s Supper are 
not Jesus Christ; that I believe 
the pope to be the beast in the 
Revelation, * whose business is to 
deceive the people and ruin their 
souls s—by all this I should injure 
your feelings, enrage the 
excite the opposition of the emirs, 
and bishops, and patriarchs, and 
then return here just in the state 
T am in now. 


The youngest brother, Phares, | 
who accompanied his mother, con-' 
versed freely and in good temper, | 
and listened with “attention to 


all Asaad’s arguments, by which | 


he endeavoured to justify his views | 
and determinations. But noargu- 


ment or evidence could convince. 
the disconsolate mother. Asaad | 


had repeated the name of Christ, 


people, | 
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she at last, in a fit of impatience 
exclaimed, ‘* Away with Christ, 
and the word of God ; what have 
we to do with them !”? and when 
we pointed out to Asaad some text 
of Scripture, which we thought 
applicable in any case, she would 
endeavour to close the book, or 
catch it from him, as if it taught 
penn or witchcraft. During 

rer stay we dined, and as Asaad 
took the meat upon his plate, and 
ate it without a scruple, in this sea- 
son of Lent, it was remarked with 
what a gaze of wonder she re- 
garded him. She seemed to say 
inher heart, ** All is over—my 
son is lost !” 

After some hours of trouble- 
some expostulation and entreaty, 
during which Asaad once said he 
could bear it no longer, and rose, 
and shook my hand to go, it was 
finally settled that the mother 
should go home without him, but 
that to save the family fron the 
insupportable shame which threat- 
ened it, Asaad should give her a 
paper, stating, in effect, that he 
was not a follower of the English. 
When the paper was finished, 


** Now,” suid Asaad, ¢* go to your 
099 


home in peace ;” and walked 
away: but suddenly recollecting 
himself, he called his brother 


back. and said, ** Phares, I wish 
you fully to understand, that I 
love you ; and I have one request 
to make of you, which is, that you 
will take the New Testament, and 
read it attentively.’’—** Give me 
a New Testament,’ said Phares, 


| quickly. We gave |im the book, 


and he went his way, evidently 
affected and softened by the in- 


terview. 
9, 1826. The shekh before 
mentioned 218) communi- 


cated to Asaad, through the me- 
dium of a priest, the offer of his 


daughter in marriage, on condi- 
tion he should leave the English. 
10. Set apart a day of fasting 
and prayer on Asaad’s account. 
| He was observed not to be ina 


and the word of God so often, that | 


* When he first came to Beyroot, this. 
same sentence was dictated to him, and | 
it appeared in his eyes so much like blas- 
phemy, that he refused to write it. 


| 
| 
} 
4 
} 
} 
; 
4 
|} 
if 
| | 
‘ } 
| 
| 
|} 
‘ 
| 
4 
© 


Biographical Notices of Msaad Shidiak. 229 
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happy temper. ‘Towards evening ||came in with a cane, and began 


he spcke of going home. I hoped } cudgelling me, without stopping aa 

he would finish writing the state- | to inquire at all into the merits of a 
Pi ment we had requested of him, || the case, calling out, * Will you ti 
i ‘¢for,” said I, ‘¢if you go home, | leave off your heresy, and yo to 
I shall not see you again for | church like other people, or rot 2 — 
‘months.’? No,” said he, ** per- || Mansoor not finding Asaad_pres- 

q haps not for years.” His man- jj ent, as he seemed to have expect- Ut 

ner was very peculiar. I knew ||ed, went to Asaad’s chest which 

not what was the matter, till, in ||stood near me, seized all the ‘ad 

the evening, after along conver- | books he had received of yon, 

j sation on the evidences of inspira- || Hebrew, Syriac, Italian, and Ara- Bek] 

tion, he said, **1 have been inj bic, tore them, one by one, in Be | 

deep darkness to-day. My heart || pieces, and strewed them on the ae 2 

has been full of blasphemy, such | floor. Bet 

as I have scarcely ever known. *“*In the course of the day, I pe | 

I have even doubted the existence || came down near where the sol- aie 
of God. But now Iam relieved.” | diers of the emir are encainped, al : 
jjand passed the night in company 

Visits his relatives at Hadet. with my brother Galeb. This Bt 

morning Ae returned, with a line seal 

17. Four of the relatives of | from me to Asaad, and J came off een 


Asaad came down, and succeeded 


to Beyroot, with the full determi- 
him to accompany 


in persuading nation never to go home again. 


% 


ed that his visit at Hadet would 
do good. A majority of us op- 
posed his going, with all we could 
say ; but he thinks he knows the 
people here better than we do. 
He left us towards evening, ex- 
pecting to be absent only a few 
days. 


them home. He said he could || And now J will either go to some ae f 
not believe, after all that has been || place in this country where L can ae 
said, that they would do him||enjoy my liberty, or I will take oe 
violence, and he strongly expect- || ship, and leave the country alio- 


Their Violence, and the consequent 
Proceedings of Phares Shidiak. 


24. Phares Shidiak came to 
my house to-day, and wished to 
speak with me in private. 

‘¢ Yesterday morning,” said he, 
‘sas I was in my room reading 
the New Testament, my brother 
Mansoor entered, drew a sword 
he had, and gave me a blow upon 
the neck. 1 continued with the 
book in my hand, until one snatch- 
ed it from me. Mansoor after- 
wards drew up his musket, threat- 
ening to shoot me ; but my moth- 
er interfered to preventhim. My 
brother Tannoos, hearing a bustle, 


| shall give universal offence. 


gether.” 


As he wished my advice, I coun- 
selled him neither to go from the 
country, nor from his home, but to 
return, and at least make a further 
trial of doing good to his relatives, 
and bearing their persecutions. 
He, however, continued inflexible. 

In the space of a few hours, 
Galeb came in search of Phares, 
with a letter from Asaad, of which 
the following is a copy. 


Asaad’s Letter to his Brother 
Phares. 


‘*To my beloved brother Pha- 

- 3 the Lord Most High preserve 
im. 

‘*Your departure caused me great 
grief. First, because you were 
impatient when trial and persecu- 
tion came upon you. Itis a thing 
we are regularly to expect, that if 
we hope in God in this world, we 
But 
we have another city, for which 
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we hope. Dono lose your cour- 
age, for you have not yet resisted 
unto biood, striving against sin. 
Remember, we cannot share in 
the glory of Christ, if we share 
not also in his sufferings. ‘There- 
fore, rejoice whenever you are 
tried ; rejoice, and never be sad ; 
for our faith is sure. 

** Secondly, 1 was grieved be- 
cause you gave me no liuformation 
where you were going, and what 
you intended to do. Now, it is 
not becoming that we should do 
any thing rashly, that is, till we 
have prayed to God for direction. 
Come home, then, aud let us set 
apart a season of fasting and pray- 
er to God, and do what is most 
agreeable to him. Perhaps it is 
best to let our works preach in 
silence, in these evil days. 

‘*You must know, that if you 
fail to come home, you will give 
us great pain, and this, you know, 
would be inconsistent with love. 
Jesus says, * By this shall all men 
know that ye are my disciples, 
if ye have love one to another.’ 
You well know how much joy and 
consolation it would give us to see 
you; do not then deny us this 

leasure, but come at all events. 

f you do not come, it may be an 
injury both to yourself and me. 
I wish to see you, if it be only to 
say to you two words, and then 
act your pleasure ; for not every 
word can be said with paper and 
pen. Farewell. 

‘¢ Your brother, and companion 
in tribulation. 


Galeb took me aside, and beg- 
ged me to urge his brother to go 
home. I said I had already ad- 
vised him to do sa, but that I 
could not force him to go—that if 
he found he could not enjoy lib- 
erty of conscience, and the privi- 
lege of reading the word of God, 
in Hadet, he was welcome to stay 
with me as long as he pleased. 

After some further conversation 
on the wickedness of treating 


brothers, as they had done Phares 
and Asaad, we went to Phares, 
and endeavoured to persuade him 
to go home with his brother. But 
it was all in vain. ‘If I leave 
this house,”’ said he, ** instead of 
going to Hadet, [ will go in the 
opposite direction.”” The brother 
returned without him. 

Phares informed us of three or 
four Bibles and New Testaments, 
that we had given at different 
times to individuals in Hadet, 
which had lately been destroyed 
by order of the bishop. ‘This 
news, together with a discovery 


'we yesterday made in the neigh- 


bouring houses of two covers of 
the New ‘Testament, whose con- 
tents had long ago been torn out, 
shows us anew, if new evidence 
were wanting, that if the gospel 
is eVer introduced again in its 
power and purity into this coun- 
try, it will be with a desperate 
struggle.” 

Two brothers of Phares, Man- 
soor and Galeb, came to converse 
with him anew. We saw them 
seated together on the ground, at 
a little distance from the house, 
but afterwards saw them no more.* 

28. Having heard nothing di- 
rectly from Asaad since he left, 
especially since the affair of the 
books, I yesterday sent him aline, 
and to-day received the following 


reply. 
Letter from Asaad to Mr. Bird. 


‘‘Dear Sir,—After expressing 
imperfectly the love 1 beai you, 
and the desire I have to see you 
in all heaith, I have to say, that in 
due time your letter came to hand, 
and [I read and understood it. 
You ask respecting our health. I 
answer, Ll am in a state of anxie- 
ty, but not so great as some days 
ago. 


* We afterwards ascertained, that Pha- 
res was decoyed off to a distance, as if 
for a walk ; and when he would have re- 


turned, was prevented by force, 
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Thursday last, having 
come home from a visit to the emir 


Sulman, I found the remnants of 


the Holy Scriptures torn in 
ieces, as there is reason to be- 
by order of the bishop. 
When I was told that my brother 
Mansoor had done this mischief, I 
returned to the emir, and tnform- 
ed him of the affair. He sent to 
call Mansoor, while I returned a- 
gain toour house. I now learned, 
that my brother Phares had gone 
off. After searching for him some 
time, I went down to the inn in 
quest of him, but he was not to 
be found. As I was on my way 
returning from the inn, where I 
had gone in search of my brother, 
I prayed to God, that he would 
whe every thing from me, if neces- 
sary, only let faith and love to- 
wards him remain in my heart. 

‘¢Here I am, in a sort of im- 
prisonment, enemies within, and 
enemies without. 

‘*All my concerns I commit in- 
to the hands of God, who created 
me. Through the blood of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, I hope that all 
my distresses will be for the best. 

‘*T accept with pleasure all 
your kind wishes, and send you 
many salutations in the Lord, and 
pray for you length of days. 

Yours, &c. ASAAD.” 

March 27, 1826.” 


His Relatives deliver him up to the 
Patriarch. 


1. Information received, 
that Asaad has been taken away 
against his wili, to the patriarch. 

April 4. Phares Shidiak arriv- 
ed here in the evening direct from 
Der Alma, and said he had accom- 
panied Asaad to that convent a 
week ago, that Asaad was still 
there, and that the patriarch, hav- 
ing in the morning set off for Can- 
nobeen, would send down for 
Asaad after a few days. He then 
handed me the following line from 
Asaad. 


‘¢If you can find a vessel set- 
ting off for Malta, in the course 
of four or five days, send me 
word ; if not, pray for your broth- 
er Asaap.”’ 

We were disposed to send off a 
messenger this very evening, but 
Phares said it would not be neces- 
sary. 

Had some serious conversation 
with Phares, in which I exhorted 
him to continue reading the New 
Testament, and take particular 
notice of the general spirit of it ; 
and then to judge, if all this de- 
ceit, confining, beating, and threat- 
ening to kill, was consistent with 
that spirit. We observed, that 
we supposed the patriarch and the 
bishop were well pleased with all 
the violence that Mansoor had 
used in this affair. ‘* Yes,” said 
Phares, ‘* priest Hanna Stambodi, 
at Ain Warka, told me yesterday, 
that none of us had any religion, 
except Mansoor. 

In asubsequent part of his jour- 
nal, Mr. Bird records the follow- 
ing particulars respecting Asaad, 
during his last visit to Hadet, and 
when about to be violently remov- 
ed from thence. They were re- 
ceived from Phares. 

After Mansoor, in his Catholic 
zeal, had torn up and burned alk 
his Bibles and ‘Testaments, Asaad 
could not remain without the 
Scriptures, but sent and obtained 
a copy from the little church, 


| which he daily read, marking the 


most striking and important pas- 
sages. 

When his relatives, to the num- 
ber of twenty or more, had as- 
sembled, and <Asaad_ perceived 
they were come to take him to the 
patriarch by force, he began to ex- 
postulate with T'annoos, and be- 
sought him to desist from a step 
so inconsistent with fraternal love. 
He besought in vain. ‘Tannoos 
turned away from him with a cold 
indifference. Affected with his 
hardness, Asaad went aside, and 
wept and prayed aloud. 
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The evening before he was tak- | 
en.away, he said to those who had 
assembled, had not read | 
the gospel, | should have been 
surprised af this new movement 
of yours. But now it is just what 
I might have expected. In this 
blessed book, Lam told, the broth- 
er shall deliver up the brother to 
death, anda man’s foes shall be’ 
they of his own household. Here! 
you see it is justso. You have 
come together to fulfil this proph- 
ecy of the gospel. 
done against you? What is my 
crime? Allowing that I do take 
the Bible as my only and sufh- 
cient guide to heaven, what sin is 
there in this 7?’—During the even- 
ing, he Jaid hiwself down to sleep, 
as he was to set off early in the 
morning. But he was ofien inter- 


What have I || 


may 


rupted ; for, whenever he caught 
a word of false doctrine from the| 
lips of those who contimued their, 


conversation, he would rise up, | 
nied the privilege of seeing Asaad, 


refute them, and again compose 
himself to rest. One of his un- 
cles, speaking of his going io the 
atriarch, said in a great rage, 
‘If you don’t go off with us 
peaceably, we will take your life.” 
Asaad replied, ‘Softly, softly, 
my dear uncle, don’t be hasty. 
Blessed are the meek.” 

Phares wrote a letter this eve- 
ning to Asaad, in a hand that had 
been agreed on between them, 
saying, that if he would come to 
Beyroot, he need not fear, and that 
it might bea matter for further 
consideration whether he should 
leave the country. 

5. The letter of Phares was 
sent off by a moslem, who return- 


ed at evening, saying, that when’ 


he arrived at the convent. be was 
accosted by two or three men, 
‘inquiring his business, telling him 
he was a Greek, and had letters 
from the English. They then 
seized hii, and took the letter by 
force, and, had he not shewn them 
that he was a moslem, would have 


probably sent him to the emir of 


the district for further examination. 
They then asked him some ques 
tions about the English and as- 
sured him that after eight days 
Asaad would no longer be a living 
man.—Thus were our hopes of a 
second deliverance of this sufferer 
of persecution, for the present blast- 
ed. After all the threats, which 
have been thrown out without 
being put in execution, we rather 
hope, that this last will prove like 
ithe rest : yet we cannot tell how 
far their hatred of the truth may, 
with the divine forbearance, carry 
them. We leave all with him, in 
whose hands our life and breath 


jare, and whose are all our ways, 


‘with the humble hope, that light 
yet arise out of darkness, 
and that much glory may be added 
to his name, from this evident 
work of Satan. 

May 10. A messenger, whom 
we sent to Cannobeen, returned 
with the report, that he was de- 


under pretence that he was going 
through a course of confession, 
during which the rule is that the 
person so confessing, shall pass 
his time, for a number of days, 
alone, and see no company. 

_ 14. We were, to day, credi- 
bly informed, that Shidiak is still 
firm in his adherence to the Gos- 
‘pel, but that he was kept under 
rigid inspection, not being permit- 
‘ted to step out of bis room with- 
‘out an attendant. 


saad is cruelly treated. 


27. The messenger, who went 
before to Cannubeen, had set out 
to go for us a second time, and 
this morning early returned with 
the following story.—Being met 
by a man near Batroon, whom he 
‘suspected to be from Cannobeen, 
he inquired him out, and found 
him to be a messenger sent by 
Asaad himself to his uncles and 
other connexions, to beg them to 
come and deliver him. Asaad 
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saw the man, and gave him his! 
commission from the window of 
the convent, without the knowl- 
edge of the patriarch, or the others 
in his service. This messenger 
said, that Msaad was in close con- 


beaten; and that the great cause 
of complaint against him was, that 
he refused to worship either the 
pictures, or the virgin Mary. 


Great difficulties in the way of 
Jisaad’s Release. 


18. Tannoos came to converse 
about his brother Asaad. He had 
just received a letter in Asaad’s 
own hand writing, saying, that he 
was reduced toa great extremity 
of distress, and perhaps had not 
long to live, and begging T'annoos 
to come up and see if nothing 
could be done to end or mitigate 
his sufferings. ‘Tannoos declares 
that he would be very glad to get 
him away from Cannobeen, if he 
could be safe, but that in any 
other place in the dominions of 
the emir Beshir, he would be kill- 
ed. He might be safe at the con- 
sul’s, but with me he would 20 
be. ‘* There are men in these 
mountains,” said he, ** that can 
kill aud have killed patriarchs 
and emirs, and that in their own 
houses ; and why could they not 
kill Asaad with you, if they chose t 
Is your house more secure than 
the convent of the patriarch, or 
the palace of the emir? A man, 
in entering your house, would vio- 
late all law, but the English would 
not make war for the killing of. 
a single man.” 

I observed, that an application 
would very possibly be made to 
the pasha, by the consul, if Asaad 
was not soon delivered up. ** An 
application of that sort,” replied 
T. ** would be quite useless. The 
pasha would send the application 
to the emir, and do you not think 


| this sort of dealing. He has known 
how to manage these mountains 
for forty years, and do you think 
he would be at a loss about such 
atrifle as this? For example, 
‘what would be more easy for the 
emir, if he chose to detain the 
man, than to say he had committed 
murder, and therefore could not 
be given ** But, said I, 
‘¢such a charge must be establish- 
ed by competent witnesses, and 
under the consul’s inspection.” 
True,” replied he, **and where 
would be the difficulty of that? 
The emir would bring 500 wit- 
nesses to-morrow to establish an 

crime he was pleased to allege. 
And as to his fearing the pasha, 
though he holds his office under 
him, yet his power is even supe- 
rior to the pasha’s.” The 
patriarch,” continued Tannoos, 
‘*can do just what he chooses, 
in spite of the English. You 
have brought books here, and the 
patriarch has burned them in spite 
of you. He has issued to all de- 
nominations a proclamation full 
of lies against you, and what have 
you been able to do? You have 
indeed written a reply to the 
proclamation, and hold it up to the 
people, and say, *‘ Look how the 
patriarch lies about us ;? but what 
does he care for all that ?” 


of more sense, information, and 
truth, than most others, respect- 
ing the moral character, and godly 
fear, of his patriarch aad prince. 


|| His Family attempt his Liberation. ' 


19. Phares brought us a letter, 
which had just been received by 
the family at Hadet, from the 
patriarch, wishing them to come 
immediately toCannobeen. ‘Tan- 
noos and bis mother have gone, 
and intend, if possible, to bring 
Asaad away, either to Kesroam, 


‘or to Hadet, The mother insisted 


the emir would arrange the affair 


on going, and wished to pass 


as he pleased? He knows well | through Beyroot on her way, that 
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she might consult us before she 
nent ; but this was not permitted 
er. 

The above-mentioned letter, in 
English runs thus:—** After tell- 
ing you how much I desire to see 
you in all health and prosperity, 

send you news respecting the 
wretch Asaad Esh Shidiak, other- 
wise called lord of hell. His 
obduracy, with which you are ac- 
quainted, has exceedingly increas- 
ed. It is not unknown to you, 
how much care I have bestowed 
on him for his good, how much 
I have labored for his salvation, 
and under what severe discipline 
I have put him; and all to no ef- 
fect. And now, as might be 
expected, he bas fallen ill, and 
therefore can no longer run away, 
according to his custom, and we 
have been thus constrained to 
take off the severity of our treat- 
ment. But fearing lesthis disease 
should increase upon him, I have 
sent you word, that you may 
come and see how he is, and con- 
sult what is best to be done with 
him. Make no delay, therefore, 
in coming, and the apostolic bless- 
upon you.” 

or some reason, unknown to 

us, the liberation of Asaad was 
not affected ; and down to the be- 
ginning of the present year, (the 
latest date,) he was still immured 
in prison, and suffering persecu- 
tion; but he remained steadfast 
to the faith, which he had profess- 
ed and adorned before many wit- 
nesses. 
from the hands of his enemies, ex- 
cept by death, is possible, but, we 
fear, not very probable; that, 
overcome by pain, and broken 
down by oppression, he should, 
like Cranmer, recant, though it 
would grieve, it should not great- 
y surprise us; but, that he will, 
through the divine assistance, per- 
severe to the end, and be a distin- 
ished monument of evangelical 
piety rekindled upon the ancient 


That he will escape} 
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are entitled to hope, and what ali 
should make an object of their 
continued and fervent prayers. 


SP 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BAPTIST 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF MASSA- 
CHUSETTS, May, 1827. 


In our last Number, we pub- 
lished the interesting Report of 
the Secretary of this Society, de- 
tailing the labours of the mission- 
aries for the last year. We now 
present the Addresses delivered on 
the occasion, as far as we have 
been able to obtain them. 

The Report having been read to 
the meeting, the Rev. Mr. Train of 
Framingham moved its accept- 
ance. He accompanied his mo- 
tion with appropriate remarks, 
and presented an animating view 
of the success which had attended 
the labours of the Society during 
the past year, and urged many 

werful motives to continued and 
increased efforts. 

Rev. Mr. Choules, of New- 
York, seconded the motion of 
Mr. Train, for the acceptance of 
the Report, and addressed the 
meeting. 


Mr. President, 

Our meeting is a solemn and 
an interesting one. God is in the 
midst of us—for we meet in his 
name, and he will fulfil his prom- 
ise. And the object ah we 
propose is in exact coincidence 
with God’s holy will ; we are met 
to consult for the advancement 
of the Redeemer’s kingdom in our 
sinful world. We ought to be 
encouraged in our labours from 
the thought that we shall be suc- 
cessful. Weare attempting that 
which God has made our duty, and 
which is the burden of prophecy. 
The Saviour’s name is to endure 
forever, to last as long as the sun 
and moon endure; his kingdom 
is to be an everlasting kingdom, 
and his dominion one which shalt 


altars of Christianity, is what we } not be destroyed. 
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It is our honour and happiness 
that the arrangements of God’s 
Providence allow us to be employ- 
ed in building the spiritual tem- 

le. 
; O what delightful scope is given 
to the exercise of pious gratitude! 
We remember the misery of being 
without God and without hope, 
and, pitying our fellow men who 
are in that state of ruin, we can 
‘*point to mercy’s store, and 
strive to send ten-thousand more.” 

The gospel of salvation ought 
to be like the air we breathe, com- 
mon property—for it is adapted 
to the wants of man in every age 
and varying clime. It addresses 
man as man, and as a sin- 
ner. It shows him the grace 
and mercy of the Redeemer’s 
heart, and proclaims ‘* Whoso- 
ever will, let him come.”?” We 
have seen the triumphs of the gos- 
pel on every shore where the 
cross of Jesus hath been held up 
as an ensign to the natives, and 


men of all nations, tongues and || 


tribes have joined Messiah’s stand- 
ard. 

We have heard of no wo too 
severe for this gospel to alleviate, 
no degradation so great but this 
gospel can elevate, no anguish of 
conscience which the peace speak- 
ing blood of the crucified One can- 
not appease, no desire of happi- 
ness which cannot be satisfied 
by the hopes and consolations, 
the promise and prospects of heav- 
en. 

Let us send this gospel forth, 
itis the giftof God to man,—to 
the world. It is committed to 
our care and keeping; but we 
have received the command, ‘+ Go 
preach it to every creature.” 
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Let us perform our duty, and 
call a perishing world to the cross 
of God’s Son. 

Our object is as grand and as 
noble, as though we sent our mis- 
sionaries over the waste of waters. 
Let us try to look at our object in 
its true light. 

I know there is much of high 
wrought feeling called forth when 
devoted men take farewell of 
home, and friends, and sacrifice 
their love of country for the great+ 
er love they bear to the heathen 
on some far-off shore—but let us 
remember there is as much benevo- 
lence in labour intensely for the 
salvation of those who are without 
God at home, as for the eternal 
happiness of those who are thou- 
sands of miles removed from our 
habitations. 

Yet our mission is foreign—for 
the report speaks of the prowling 
savage of the wilderness, and you 
will send to him glad tidings of 
a joy, which shall melt him 

own to the tenderness and chari- 
ties of social life. May the men 
who go to the lead mines to search 
for the hidden treasure, find the 
“ee of great price! May the 

eralds of salvation whom we 
send out, be the honored instru- 
ments to effect that transformation 
which we desire. May the wil- 
derness bud and blossom as the 
rose! 


The motion for the acceptance 
of the Report, was voted unani- 
mously. 

The Treasurer then read to the 
Society, the following Report of 
receipts and expenditures for the 
past year. 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 


The Baptist Missionary Society of Massachusetts, in account with E. Lincoln, Treas. 


1826. 


May 31. To Cash paid A. Fisher, jr. to aid the Church in Bellingham, 


Dr. 
Fi 50,00 
» N. W. Williams, to aid the church in Concord, N. H. 75,00 
Amount carried forward, 125,00 
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Amount brought forward, $125,00 
2,68 


June 3. To Cash, Bow John M. Peck, in full of account, ; : 


7. 


10. 
16. 
17. 


ny April 21. 


May 3. 


1. Peck, in advance on agency, “00 
D. Dunbar, | to aid in the support of preaching ; at Portsmouth, 100 ,00 
Baptist Church at Bristol, R. L. to assist in supporting 


publick worship, 50,00 
Whitman Metcalf, for labours i in the state of New York, + 50,00 
Ezra Going, for do. , ; . 130,00 
Joseph Hough, for services in Springfield, Mass. . 50,00 
Joseph Torrey, to aid the church at Hanson, . 25,00 
Church in Lowell, to assist in the support of the ministry, 65,00 
Church in Dighton, to support preaching, 50 ,00 
Rev. Amos Lefavor, for services at Sc -ituate, &e. 5,00 
Silas Stearns, for labours in Maine, . 39,82 
Rev J. M. Peck, for services as Agent, and expenses, 50,45 


J. W. Seaver, Esq to aid the church in South Berwick, 75,00 
Rev. Ezra Going, for labour in the State of New York, 12,50 
J. M. Peck, being moneys deposited for the Theological 


Mr. Weston, for services at Portsmouth, ; ' 12,00 
W. Metcalf, for missionary labours in the state of N. York, 40, 34 
Let, per note, . ,00 
Church in Portsmouth, to aid in preaching, 5 62 
Lincoln & Edmands, for Tracts sent the missionaries, 23, '38 
Whitman Metcalf, balance for labours in State of N. York, 54,51 
Ezra Going, for labours i in New York, ; : 40 00 
Remitted H. Prince, Treasurer of Convention of Maine, 

in of a Mission that State, A 50,00 
Rev. Wm. Bentiey, for balance due for missionary labours, 1 ‘60 
Asa Niles, for missionary labours, ‘ 

Balance paid Ezra Going, 7,73 
Thomas Barrett, for missionary lahours, A . 42,07 
David James, for meegieiy | labours in the British Prov- 

inces, j ‘ 53,06 
D. Dunbar, for labours at Portsmouth, , ‘ » . 71,00 
Rev. A. Judson, for labours, ; 65,00 
For expenses in supplying at Portsmouth, . , 8,00 


To assist in supporting preaching at Concord, N.H. . 75,00 


Elder Jacob Hatch, for missionary labours in Maine, 58,50 

James M’Coy, Indiana, in aid of christian effort for the 
Indians, . 55,67 
Lincoln & Edmands, for printing circulars, &e. : 11,75 
For postage, 10,50 
Sonth Baveiiok Church, to aid in support of Preaching, 75,00 
William Spencer, Ohio, for missionary labours, . . 129,00 
Mr. Glover, for labours at Hingham, . 
Asa Niles, on account of labours at Scituate, 40,00 
John Spaulding, Vt. for missionary labours, rackiia? 60,00 
Rev. J. Blake, for labours in New York State, . ‘ 78,27 
Remitted Rev. F.C larke, for labours at Saco, Maine, 50,00 
Rev. Jacob Drake, ior missionary labours in Ohio, . 13,30 
Do. do. do. , 31,68 


Rev. Asa Niles for missionary services at Scituate, . 20,00 
Wm. Bruce, Esq. Indiana, on account of be 


for Western Mission, / . 100,00 
Rev. Samuel Glover, for labours at Hingham, . . 22,00 
Samuel Churchill, for rr labours in the State of 

New York, ‘ 65,00 
Amount paid for expenses for preaching at Lechmere 


$2486.10 
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1826. Contra, Cr. 
May 31. By balance from last accouut, 879,86 
By subscriptions, donations, and dividends, as per items pub- 
lished in the American Baptist Magazine, from June, 1826, 
By balance due the Treasurer 340,75 
E. LINCOLN, Treas. $2426,10 
Amount of Funds. 
Bank Stock, 1300,00 
$3301,48 


Boston, May 29, 1827. 


In the absence of Dea. Lincoln, appointed with me to examine the aforegoing ac- 
count, I have attended to the several items, and find them to be correctly stated, and 
the expenditures therein named, to be well vouched 

JAMES LORING, One of the Committee. 


Rev. Professor 
Waterville College, moved its 
acceptance. In addressing the 
Society, he alluded, in an impres- 
sive manner, to its pious and ven- 
erable founders, who had been re- 
moved from the field of labour ; 
and every mind readily called in 
review the labours of Stillman, 
Baldwin, Smith, and many other 
zealous and devoted labourers 
and contributors, who have en- 
tered into rest, and may now be 
participating in the joys resulting 
from the success of Missionar 
efforts. The goodness of d, 
also, in raising up Others tu carry 
forward the work commenced by 
our predecessors, was pathetically 
exhibited. He urged the great 
obligation to continued effort 
from the consideration, that we 
are not our own, but bought with 
a price; and as all which Chris- 
tians can do to glorify the Redeem- 
er on earth, must be done in this 
short life, industry and activity 
were urged from a consideration 
of its brevity. 

Professor Chase, of the Theo- 
logical Institution at Newton, 
seconded the motion, and on 
rising, addressed the meeting. 


Chapin, of 


Mr. President, 


I rise to second the motion for 


accepting the report of the treasur- 
er; and I cannot do justice to 
my feelings and convictions with- 
out adding a few words in re- 
ference to a sentiment suggested 
briefly by our esteemed brother 
who has just sat down :—/Ve are 
not our own. Ourselves and all 
our possessions belong to the 
Lord. An apostle could say to 
the first christians: Ye are not 
your own; for ye are brought 
with a price.? And this is as 
true of real Christians at the 
present day as it was in the time 
of Paul. No truth, indeed, is 
more Clearly exhibited in the 
Scriptures ; and, in theory, none 
is more readily admitted by us all. 
Our Saviour himse!f has declared : 
‘So likewise ye, whosoever he be 
of vou that forsaketh not all that 
he hath, he cannot be iny disciple.’ 
We all know, and we cannot deny, 
that whatever we possess, we 
hold it only as stewards. ‘The 
earth is the Lorn’s, and the ful- 
ness thereof.? And we all know, 
for he who gave himself for us, 
‘the just for the unjust,’ has 
clearly taught us, that of every 
talent committed to our care we 
must soon render an account. 

But, alas! how few of us lay 
these facts duly to heart, and per- 
mit them duly to influence our 
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efforts! Some in this vicinity 
and elsewhere have begun to set 
a worthy example; and it calls 
for unfeigned gratitude to God. 
But let our brethren in general 
make a fair estimate of all that 
they have done for Christ, and 
coinpare it with what he justly 
requires of them; or let them 
reckon up all their contributions, 
and look at the aggregate, and 
compare it with the amount which 
remains in their possession, and 
then let them determine whether 
they have done their duty, or 
rather, how greatly they have 
come short of its performance. 

I am aware, Sir, that a steward 
may act as conscientiously and as 
faithfully in retaining property 
as in dealing it out. His master 
may require him to keep the 
principal part of an estate in his 
own hands as a capital, and as a 
means of performing his duties to 
himself and his family. But let 
the steward remember that, in 
the view of Heaven, he is not the 
pro rietor. Whatever he retains, 
et him retain it, not because he 
considers it his own, but because 
he has reason to believe that his 
retaining it is required by him to 
whom he owes himself and all that 
he possesses. ‘Thus, in reality, 
whatever he may retain, he will 
retain it for Christ ; and whatever 
he may deal out in contributing 
more obviously or more rage 
to the cause of his Lord, he will 
deal it out, neither with grudging 
nor with an unchristian self-com- 
placency, as if he were parting 
with something that was his 
own, but with cheerfulness and 
gratitude, rejoicing in eee in- 
trusted with such a stewardship 
as enables him to do something 
in various ways for promoting the 
interests of Christ, his gracious 
benefactor. 

It is well to call to mind the 
emotions which swelled our 
bosoms at that hour, when the 
Saviour first appeared precious to 


our souls. What was there that 
we were then disposed to regard 
as ourown? We trust that we 
gave our whole selves away; 
and that it was our delight to 
inscribe Holiness to the Lord on 
all our possessions, on all our 
attainments, and on all our pow- 
ers, whether of body or of mind. 
Certainly, whoever can deliberate- 
ly refuse to do this, must have 
mistaken what it is to be a disci- 
le of Christ. Whoever, while 
e professes to have given up his 
soul to the Saviour, can, after 
suitable instruction, continue to 
look on aught that he possesses as 
his own, rather than as talents in- 
trusted to him, has cause to trem- 
ble lest on that day of final ac- 
count when the secrets of all 
hearts shall be disclosed, he shall 
be found to have loved his proper- 
ty more than his soul. 

We do hope, Sir, and we re- 
joice in the confidence that our 
churches are awaking to a correct 
view of this subject. Did we all 
remember our first love, and 
cherish it as we ought, what an 
accession of strength would there 
be to the interest of Christ! We 
should be ready ourselves, and all 
the members of our churches 
would he ready to obey the Apos- 
tle’s exhortation : ‘I beseech you, 
therefore, brethren, by the mer- 
cies of God, that ye present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptabie unto God, which 1s 
your reasonable service.’ Wher- 
ever we miglit be, whatever sta- 
tions we might occupy, or what- 
ever might be our daily employ- 
ments, we should live, not to 
ourselves, but to the Lord. We 
should every one of us be disposed, 
on all occasions, to inquire serious- 
ly, ‘Lord, what wilt thou have 
me todo?’ Then we should be 
ready, at his command, not only 
to contribute of property and in- 
fluence, but to toil in any manner, 
and at any spot on the face of 
the globe. And instead of feeling 
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impoverished by considering all | 
we have as the Lord’s, we should 
feel incalculably enriched by being 
made partakers in the common 
stock of the boundless resources 
that belong to the everlasting 
kingdom of God. 

The calls for pecuniary assist- 
ance, at the present day, are 
numerous ; and were the hearts 
of Christians as enlarged as re- 
quired by the genius of the gospel, 
their ability would be equal to 
meet every duty of this character, 
and to carry forward every work 
of benevolence that they ought to 
aid. 

This Society, the treasurer’s 
report has just informed us, have, 
during the last year, expended 
about two thousand dollars. For 
this sum what have we in return ? 
To say nothing of other benefits, 
let us bear in mind that not less 
than two hundred souls, as we 
have heard in the report of our 
Secretary this morning, have, 
through the instrumentality chiefly 
of our missionaries in this same 
year, been brought into the liberty 
of the gospel, and the fellowship 
of the saints.—Two hundred im- 
mortal souls, (if they have not 
been deceived,) two hundred im- 
mortal souls, with all their pos- 
sessions and all the services which 
they can render, have, in reality, 
been brought into the treasury of 
the Lord. 

Instead of making any more 
remarks of my own, permit me, 
Sir, to intreat all that are present 
to read a second time, when they 
have leisure, a short piece entitled 
Thoughts on Christian Charity, 
(published in the American Bap- 
tist Magazine for May of the 
present year, ) and the communica- 
tion that appeared in the Christian 
Watchman on the 9th of March, 


addressed to the Baptists of Boston 
and its vicinity. 


The Report of the Treasurer 


was unanimously accepted. 
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Rev. Mr. Grosvenor, pastor of 
the First Baptist Church in Boston, 
offered the resolution— 

Resolved, That this Society 
gratefully acknowledges its obli- 
gation to Almighty God, in mak- 
ing it the almoner of his bounty 
in the past year. 

The goodness of God, in mak- 
ing this Society instrumental in 
the conversion of many sinners, 
as exhibited in the Report, was 
urged by Mr. Grosvenor, as cause 
of unfeigned thankfulness, and as 
a powerful incitement to future 
efforts. 

Professor Ripley, of the New- 
ton Theological Institution, on 
seconding Mr. Grosvenor’s reso- 
tion, offered the following address. 


Mr. President, 


With pleasure I second the res- 
olution, expressing our gratitude 
to God for the success which has 
attended the operations of this 
Society, during the past year. 
Every christian in this assembly 
must have felt, while listening to 
the intelligence which has been 
communicated, that there is cause 
for gratitude. ‘The labours of 
your missionaries have been in- 
strumental in the conversion of 
about two hundred souls, and in 
the sustaining of several churches, 
which instead of being crushed 
by the unfavourable circumstances 
in which they were situated, are 
now enjoying a degree of strength 
that renders them important aux- 
iliaries to the cause of holiness. 
The aid also which has been indi- 
rectly furnished towards the found- 
ing of the Literary and Theologi- 
cal Institution for the benefit of 
the Western country, will essen- 
tially contribute to the temporal 
and eternal well-being of a rapid- 
ly inereasing population. A 
foundation is laid, and a super- 
structure will be reared, in which, 
we trust, thousands and millions 
will have reason to rejoice. 

Mr. President, there is joy a- 
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mong the angels when men are 
converted from sin to holiness. 
We too will rejoice. ‘The influ- 
ence of this event upon the indi- 
viduals who are converted, is 
most happy. Sin is a principle of 
debasement: it is alienation from 
God, the author of all excellence, 


and it condemns the soul to an 
utter loss of the likeness and the 
favour of the Holy One. But 
when the effect of the gospel is) 
produced, the character becomes | 
imbued with the elements of eve- 
ry thing that is pure, and gener- 
ous, and elevating. Every soul, 
converted to God, will be forever 
holy, will be forever increasing 
in loveliness ; and when countiess 
millions after countless millions. 
of ages spent in holy, happy being | 
shall have passed away, will still 
have before it an endless course 
of the same holy, happy being. 
The interests of religion and 
of morality in general, are pro- 
moted by the success of the gos- 


pel. 


God alsois honoured. Divine. 


benevolence shines forth con- 
spicuously. Notwithstanding 
are so guilty, God has had com- 
passion upon them. 
vised and accomplished a scheme 


He has de- | 
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man’s body, of his understanding, 
of his heart, proves the Creator 
wise ; and had man continued in 
innocence, it would have been 
impossible not to have perceived 
the wisdom of God in his forma- 
tion. But sin obtained dominion 
—and marred the fair work of 
God, and threatened an entire 
frustration of the wise design 
which had begun to be developed. 
The divine skill, however, was not 
thus to be outdone. A plan was 
formed, by which the dominion 
of sin might be destroyed, and 
delightful harmony take the place 
of the disorder which sin had in- 
troduced. By the effectual ap- 
plication of the gospel, a sanctify- 
ing principle enters the soul, the 
‘moral chaos becomes enlightened, 
and all its jarring materials pro- 
perly disposed. ‘Thus the very 
circumstances, which in the view 
of finite beings might seem utterly 
to counteract the designs of di- 
vine wisdom, are, by that wisdom, 
made the occasion of giving a 
more complete establishment to 
the cause of holiness and more 
confirmed happiness to the friends 


‘lof God. 


Time forbids me to enlarge on 
this interesting topic. I hasten, 


by which all the ruin of sin may | Mr. President, to express the 
be repaired, and the soul may be wish, that our gratitude for hay- 
sanctified and prepared to join ing been made instrumental in 
the holy company in heaven, upon | promoting the benevolent and 
which God looks with compla- | wise designs of God, may be of 
cency. The love of God has not the right stamp. Let it not spend 
only introduced a scheme of re-: itself in emotions of the heart, or 
covery, but has also provided for in expressions of the lips. Let 
its effectual application. He it lead us forth to earnest. continu- 
stoops from his high and holy |ed action. Let us feel and let 
throne, he touches the heart of the us obey the motives which urge 
sinner ; and though every feeling us. In a preceding address, we 
of the unrenewed heart o poses | were reminded of the deeply in- 
the benevolent purpose of God, | teresting moment, when we were 
yet the Most High continues his} ready to sink in dispair respecting 
merciful operation, and the man | our eternity ; and when the mer- 
becomes cheerfully subjected to ciful interposition of our Redeem- 
the Lord Jesus. _er plucked us from the pit of 

How much too is the wisdom of |depravity aid wretcliedness. 
God displayed in the conversion | Let us send forward our thoughts 


of sinners ! The organization of |likewise. Soon we shall be or 
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the bed of death; and amid the 
weakness aud decay of nature, 
amid the anticipations of eternal 
realities, the grace of the Lord 
Jesus will be our only support 
Soon we shall pass into the unseen 
world ; and if we be christians in- 
deed. eternity will be unfolding for 
us its ceaseless revolutions of holl- 
ness and happiness. Oh! when we 
shall have spent thousands of 
happy ages, in heaven, indebted 
to Christ for all ovr enjoyiments, 
and for all the hopes which our 


enlarged faculties will then be 


cherishing, how intense will be 
the feeling of obligation, and how 
entirely shall we devote to sim 
all our immortal powers! While 
then we are permitted to live in 
this world where we may advance 
the interests of his kingdom, let 
us bring home these considera- 
tions ; snd in this inferior stage 
of our being let us in some meas- 
ure act under their influence. 
When we think what Christ has 
done for us, and what he has prom- 
wsed still to do, \et us ask, how 
tie Lord will have us employ 
our strength of body, or our in- 
tellectual endowments, or the 
wealth of which wearehis stewards. 

The language of the resolution, 
Mr. President, acknowledges two 
principles which deserve to be 
exhibited. It ac- 

nowledges eur dependence on 
God for success. ('n_ the impor- 
tance of this principle I need not 
enlarge. It ascribes the honour 
to God; it delivers his servants 
from despondency, and guards 
them against presumption; in 
particular, it wil prevent them 
from using any improper means 
in attempt ng to promote his cause 
We fear that exertions have some- 
times been made with a design to 
produce a temporary effect, to 
dazzle the beholder and to excite 
something different from a holy 
attachment to the interests of 
piety. We ought to be solicit- 
ous for no effect but that which 


the Holy Spirit produces ; and if | 
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we feel our dependence on divine 
power, we shall use only such 
means as the Holy Spirit will 
sanction. 

Nhe resolution acknowledges 
also the necessity of inuman activi- 
ty. This is so well understood, 
that [ shall content myself with 
barely alluding to it, and express- 
ing the wish that under the in- 
fluence of these two principles, 
when this week of anniversaries 
shall close, we shall return to 
our respective fields of labour, 
and in an humble, unostentatious 
manner do with all our might 
whatever our hands find to do in 
promoting the glory of Christ. 
We are engaged in a good cause. 
It will prosper. It is the cause 
for which Jesus lived, and died, 
and rose again; it is the cause for 
which is secured the omnipotent 
agency of the Holy Ghost. 


Rev. Arthur Drinkwater deliv- 
ered an appropriate Sermon before 
the Society in the evening, on the 
necessity of deep personal piety 
in a missionary of the gospel, 
from 2 Tim. ii. 1.—** Thou, there- 
fore, my son, be strong in the 
grace that is in Christ Jesus.” 
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AN INQUIRY 


HOW FAR CHRISTIANS, OF THE NINE- 
TEENTH CENTURY, HAVE DONE 
THEIR BEST FOR THE CITIES, VIL- 
LAGES, AND HAMLETS, OF THEIR 


NATIVE COUNTRY. 


Mr. Editor, 
In every past age, the disciples 


of Christ have been ready to admit 
the general principle, that men, and 
especially redeemed men, are bound | 
fo exert every energy to promote 
the salvation of a world sunk in 
ignorance, unbelief, and crime. 
But whilst this valuable principle 
has obtained in theory, how de- 
fective has been the practical 
homage with which it has been 
regarded! But few, comparative-| 
ly, have felt what was due to the 
perishing millions of the human) 
race; whilst the great mass of 
Christian professors have been | 
‘* seeking their own, not the things | 
which are Jesus Christ’s.” in 
that happier age, about to dawn 
upon the church of God, we may 
expect to witness, as one of its 
distinguishing signs, a tenfold 
concern for the salvation of im- 
mortal souls. Were the incalcu- 
lable worth of myriads of human 
spirits, passing, in rapid succes- 
sion, into the eternal world, duly 
impressed upon the minds of 
Chiistians in general, to what hap- 
y results would it conduct! How 
nobly would such a feeling as- 
sociate them with the greatest 


and best of all past generations ; 
—with Noah, ‘*a preacher of 
righteousness,” who strove for a’ 
hundred and twenty years to con- 
vert the antediluvian world,— 
with Abraibatm, who became the, 
instrument of the Most High, in 
preventing the whole earth from 
sinking into a state of idolatry,— 
with cas. who bore his single, 
though dauntless, testimony 


against the cities of the plainy 
with the Prophets, who proclaim- 
ed messages of terror or of mercy, 
as they were moved by the Spirit 
of God,—with Christ himself, whe 
‘+ came to seek and to save that 
which was lost,”*—with Apostles, 
who planted the standard of the 
cross among all nations, ‘* begin- 
ning at Jerusalem,’’—with Mar- 
tyrs, who sealed their testimony 


tive Christians, who, like flaming 
seraphs, spread far and wide the 
savour of their risen Lord,—with 
Reformers, who shook Popery to 
its very centre, and roused a 
spirit of inquiry which it will be 
impossible ever to extinguish,— 
with Whitfield and Wesley, who 
called forth the slumbering en- 


ergies of their native country, and 


igave a spiritual impulse even to 
the New World,—and with mod- 
ern Missionaries, those champions 
of truth and righteousness, who 
have crossed oceans, traversed 
deserts, studied languages, 
mingled with savages, sacrificed 
health, and welcomed a premature 
grave, for the sole purpose of 
‘+nreaching among the Gentiles 
ithe unsearchable riches of Christ.” 

There is no luxury equal to that 
which is connected with doing 
good, especially to the souls of 
men; and how few, alas! know 
what it is to enter, with their 
‘whole heart, into this luxury! 
An occasional effort, a transient 
excitement, is all that we in gene- 
ral witness. How I envy the con- 
dition of that female of whom the 
Divine Master said,—** Sue 
DONE WHAT SHE couLD.” And 
who can deny that this should be 
the aim of every Christian, in his 


‘ples, his obligations, his interests, 
his prospects, all demand of him 
‘that he should do what he can to 

alleviate misery, to banish crime, 
‘to propagate religious truth, to 


individual capacity His princi- 


promote human salvation, and to 


advance the honour of the Divine 


with their blood,—with primi-_ 
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name. If he is hiding his ¢*¢alent | for Christian instruction ? Feelings 
in a napkin,” he cannot expect | of patriotism require that the land 
to be happy while living ; nor can | which gave him birth should lie 
he hope for a cloudless sky in the | very near to his heart ; and that in- 
evening of his days. Let him but || stitutions, in particular, which aim 
open his eyes, and objects of | at its regeneration, should meet 
spiritual interest will crowd upon his warmest support. He will 
his notice. Among his || not urge the ignorant and stale 
nericHBourS, and the children of |) remark, that a Home Missionary 
the poor, he will find a large and | Socrery is not wanted in a coun- 
inviting field. What has he done try like ours; but will be the 
for their precious souls? Rather, | first to rejoice in its existence, 
Jet me ask, what has he left wn- |! and to aid its success. Nor will 
done? Has he pitied their ig- the wipe wor.p be forgotten by 
norance, their irreligion, their him! His heart must bleed when- 
spiritual destitution? and has he ever he looks on the map of the 
gone forth to visit, to instruct, | globe. What a mere speck is 
and to scatter amongst them the | that which is yet enlightened by 
seeds of celestial truth? Has he the Gospel! ‘The idols of the 
tried io win them to the sanctuary, | heathen are equally frightful in 
by speaking kindly of his minis- || their numbers, aud in their in- 
ter, and by asking them, ina tone || fluence. The earth’s population 
of sympathy, to come, for once at || has been estimated at one THOU- 
least, to hear his message? In || Sanp MILLIONS OF IMMORTAL SOULS, 
his Native too, per- || Of this awful aggregate, 170,000, 
haps, there is something that he 000 only are nominal christians ; 
can effect. Is the unadulterated |! 12,000,000 are Jews ; 180,000,000 
Gospel preached in it? If not, || are Mahomedans ; and 638,000, 
can he not personally, or with the | 000 are Pagan idolaters. Whata 
help of others, introduce this in- | picture this for the mind of a gen- 
estimable blessing into it. No | uine disciple of Christ to dwell on: 
tablet of brass or marble could || —830,000,000 of mankind, with- 
perpetuate his true honour, and his | out any saving knowledge of God, 
Christian fame so much as this. || and at the same time hastening, 
And never was there an age when | in all their guilt and pollution, into 
facilities for the acoviplishment of | the presence of the Eternal Judge! 
such an object were so numerous But Curisrian Cuurcnes must 
and accessible. His Counruy | not fail to act their part, if the 
cannot surely be forgotten by him, | land of our fathers is to become as 
in his reflections, in his prayers, | a garden, which the Lord himself 
in his pecuniary arrangements. |; hath watered. As in primitive 
He sees that there is yet much))times, they should be so many 
land to be possessed. ‘Towns, | Missionary Institutions propaga- 
villages, districts, are yet unbless- || ting and extending themselves. 
ed with the light of truth. In-'' Of the Christian church at Thes- 
iquity every where abounds. | salonica, it is recorded, that from 
Sabbath-breaking, profane swear- | them ‘sounded out the word of 
ing, uncleanness, irreligion, and | the Lord not only in Macedonia, 
infidelity, are awfully prevalent. and Achaia, but also in every 
Can he pass our prisons. and not | place their faith to God-ward was 
long for the time when the captive “spread abroad.”? And wherever 
shall go free? Or can he con-'| Christian societies act with simi- 
template their present crowded || lar zeal and decision, the result 
State, without wishing to see each | in general will be equally gratify- 
of them converted into a seminary | ing. Itis truly lamentable when 
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churches begin to think that inter- 
nal edification is all that is to be 
aimed at. Indeed, this practice, 
in nota few instances, has proved 
self-destructive; and churches 
which have only looked at their 
Own interests, have found, in ihe 
lapse of years, that their cares were 
brought within narrow limits. 
Nor should it be forgotten that 
the multiplication of Christian 
churches is a legitimate and cer- 
tain method of augmenting all the 
sources ef personal, domestic, and 
national happiness. ‘They are, 
indeed, in their most sacred as- 
pect, nurseries for heaven; but 
they scatter thousands of blessings 
here below. Every ++ Congrega 
tion of faithful men” is a city, set 
on a hill that canuot be hid. Let 
such Societies become universal, 
and the whole fraiwne of society 
would be altered. What the 
Gospel! effects ina single bosom— 
family—town—neighbourhood, it 
can, by the Divine biessing, pro- 
duce from one end of the kingdom 
to the other—from the rising to 
the setting sun. If angels rejoice 
over the conversion of but one 
sinner, with what rapturous enio- 
tion must they gaze upon a compa- 
ny of converted men, all eagerly 
striving to bring sinners to the 
knowledge of Him who is their 
Lord, and the object of their grate- 
ful homage! 

The rapid increase of popala- 
tion also demands of Christian 
churches a proportionate effort of 
zeal, unless they are disposed 
tainely to surrender, without a 
struggle, to the enemy, an im- 
mense territory of mind, capable 
of undergoing the highest spiritual 
culture. But as your limis will 
not admit a lengthened ceiail, | 
close, and in the mean Unie, re- 
main, Mr 
faithfully, 


A WatcumMan. 


[Lon. Evan. Mag. 


Editor, yours, very) 


| 
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} 
sult. 


ON THE CIVIL AND RELIGIOUS 
STATE OF EUROPE. 


The following extract of a Letter from 
a respectable Minister in England to 
his friend in New-York, will, we are 
confident, be read with great interest. 


In looking at the depressed 
state of our beloved country, as 
christians, it becomes us to carry 
our inquiry much beyond the lines 
vf commercial calculation, and 
ask, Is there not a secret. unde- 
tected, and unremoved cause for 
all this calamity ? [ verily be- 
lieve that our national distress igs 
the fruit of our national pride. 
We have been a nation, the sword 
of whose help and the shield of 
whose excelleacy has been God 
himself. Wehave beeu the means 
of rescuing Europe from the grasp 
of tyranuy, without promoting the 
moral advaatages of those nations 
to whom our prowess has comumu- 
nicated political change and yov- 
ernment. We have trusted to 
our own influence without cecog- 
nizing the inierests of God in our 
conquests, and he has now per- 
matied us to ** weary ourselves in 
the greatness of our way.” God 
designs to humbie our price, 
and to convince us that he 
will be acknowledged by them 
whom he has so singularly honour- 
ed as he has this highly favoured 
country. In the micst of ali our 
correction, | am nevertheless not 
in despondency respecting the re- 
Such is the aspect which 
the divine hand has borne, aud 
still bears towards us, that I think 
{ can hear the mandate of Heaven 
say, ‘destroy it not, fora blessing 
is in it.” In the midst of this 
universal depression uf trade, the 
zeal and exertions of the church 
vf Christ in this island are uua- 
bared for the salvation of man- 
kind. Like Jerusalem of vid, tiv- 
ing waters are proceeding from 
Britain, the streams of which are 
dispersing themselves througi all 
the parched ground, causing the 


“4 
| 
J 
| | 
| 
4 
} 
| 
} 
» a 
| 4 
> 
| 
. i} 
: 
| 
| 
| 
‘ 
| 
{| 
: 2 
| 4 
{| 
| 
| 
| | 
\ 
| 
| 
4 
| 
: } 
4 
ort 
} 
| 


Civil and Religious State of Europe. 245 


wilderness to become like Eden, 
and ihe desert as the garden of 
our God. If Jehovah could say 
of the cities of the plain, 1 will 
not destroy them if but ten 
righteous souls are found therein, 
will he forsake that country in 
which many ten thousands of his 
own people exist? Certainly not 
God will yet return to us for 
Britain’s sake, and we shall yet 
prove as we have already proved 
thai the church of God is the best 
defence of our country. ‘** Some 
trust in chariots and some in 
horses, but may we trust in the 
name of the Lord for ever and for 
ever.”? So much for our remarks 
respecting Britain; we will now 
converse a little on the present 
aspect of affairs in Europe, and 
that on a general scale. 

Doubtless you have been inform- 
ed of the misunderstanding which 
at present exists between this: 
country and Spain. In conse-. 
quence of Portugal giving to her- | 
self a liberal and tolerant consti- 
tution, many insurgent Portuguese 
under the influence of the popish | 
priests organized themselves into) 
an army to oppose this liberal sys- 
tem. 

At this juncture, Spain has not. 
only thought fit to grant these in- 
surgents a refuge in her own do- | 
minions, but has actually supplied | 
them with arms and ammunition | 
to invade Portugal with a view to 
overturn its present Itberal consti- 
tution. Great Britain having pre- 
viously entered into an alliance 
with Portugal, both offensive and 
defensive, was now called on by 
the Portuguese government to 
make good the treaty, and render 
necessary aid against the Insur- 
gents, and Spain, under whose 
patronage they fought. Certain 
it is, that things cannot continue 
in Spain as they are at pres- 
ent; the force of pubiick opinion. 
and the march of the mind forbid us 
to believe that such a popish des: 
pot and his bloody inquisition can 


— 


last much longer. Whether this 
present commotion will issue in 
the deliverance of Spain or not, 
or whether the war will be pro- 
tracted by other European powers 
being involved, it is almost impos- 
sible to say at this time. There is 
difference of opinion on this sub- 
ject amongst many judicious per- 
sons with whom [ have the happi- 
ness and honour of an acquaint- 
ance. Nevertheless, should there 
be a war in Europe now, or in any 
future period, | think it will ex- 
ceed every other for blood and 
carnage. In former wars, men 
were led to the fight as beasts to 
the slaughter, without understand- 
ing the object of the conflict. 
They acted under the political 
system of the country to which 
they belonged, and were at the 
command of despots who dragged 
them to the fieid o gratify the ob- 
ject of personal and tyrannical 
amvition, and this without ever 
asking themselves the question, 
For what purpose do we expose 
our lives? It will not be thus in 
future. Light has too widely dif- 
fused itself in Kurope at present, 
for such-a war to be repeated. 
The next time the armies of Eu- 
rope are marshalled for the fight, 
the conflict will be maintained un- 
der the force of opinion and con- 
viction, and consequently this will 
be more obstinaiely contended 
than if men fought in a state of 
mental indifference, or an igno- 
rance of the object of the war. 
The next war will stand related to 
the political, the civil, and the re- 
ligious rights of man. It will be 
a struggle between tyranny and 
freedom—between happiness and 
misery amongst the contending 
powers. It is strange to think of 
it, that these sentiments were de- 
livered in the House of Commons, 
a few nights ago, by Mr. Canning, 
our Secretary of Siate for foreign 
affairs, and no one atiempted to 
contradict him. 

But whilst I thus write, [ would 
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not have you to think that I am an 
advocate for propagatingChristian- 
ity by the sword ; this would be to 
turn Mahometan. Still I am de- 
cidedly of opinion, and that opin- 
ion is founded on the scriptures, 
that the sword shall pass over 
those countries in Europe, which 
at present bear the mark of the 
papal beast. And this for the 
sole reason of reckoning with 
them for the righteous blood which 
they have so wantonly shed. Be- 
cause they have shed the blood of 
his saints, God will give them 
blood to drink, and the stream 
shall be to the bridles of the 
horses. The voice of souls from 
beneath the altar of God in heav- 
en, is heard, crying in the ears 
of Jehovah to avenge their blood 
on the earth, and they shall not 
cry in vain. Instead of rejecting 
these sentiments, it becomes us to 
say, **righteous and true are thy 
judgments, oh Lord!’ But al- 
though the potsherds of the earth 
are raised up to destroy each oth- 
er, and thus execute the predicted 
judgments of God on his enemies, 
it is no where appointed for them 
to convert the nations by war. 
The moral tendency of war is not to 
convert ; it desolates and hardens 
wherever its influence is felt. 
God has not decreed the honour of 
converting nations to the sword of 
worldly conquerors, but to the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God. He will destro 
the man of sin by the brightness 
of his coming, which means noth- 
ing else, but by the splendors and 
brightness of divine truth, God 
will disperse the darkness and 
wickedness of error and supersti- 
tion. 

It is true, that sometimes the 
Head of the Church thinks fit to 
convert great political men, and 


Civil and Religious State of Europe. 


kind. A_ singular and a very 
striking illustration of this fact 
exists at this present time on the 
continent of Europe. 

Marshal Bulow, the Prussian 
General who brought up the army 
of reserve at Waterloo, and b 
whom the fate of that bloody day 
was decided, is now converted to 
Christ, has given up his military 
profession, and is prosecuting his 
missionary labours for souls 
through Europe, and this under 
the patronage of the continental 
Society in London, for the propa- 
gation of the gospel in Europe. 
The Marshal appeared in London, 
at the annual meeting of the So- 
ciety, and gave them the different 
badges of warlike glory that he 
had obtained, desiring they might 
be devoted to the enlargement of 
the cause of mercy and truth in 
the world. He has the simplicity 
of a little child, whilst he possess- 
es the most undaunted courage. 
He appears to be very cree 
qualified for the work to whic 
our God has appointed him. He 
is not only diligent in his work, 
but his usefulness is ver great. 

What hath God wrought! ‘This 
is one instance out of many that 
might be cited, and will serve to 
convince us that nothing short of 
christianity will ever exterminate 
war with allits horrors. If Peace 
Societies in England and Ameri- 
ca would accomplish their object, 
let them zealously unite to spread 
the gospel amongst men. It is 
this, and this only, that is the in- 
strument consecrated by God him- 
self to bring to nought those de- 
praved feelings of the human 
‘heart, which engender war, and 
from which it invariably springs. 
‘If the lion and the lamb, if the 
vulture and the dove are to asso- 
ciate, if the weaned child is to 


distinguished conquerors, and af-| put his hand on the cockatrice den 


terwards to render them instru- 
mental in neg his gospel, as 
he had previously done in execut- 
ing his awful judgments on man- 


‘without injury, if no hurt or de- 
‘struction is to exist amongst men, 
the reason is emphatically assign- 
ed: It is because the ** earth shall 
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be filled with the knowledge of 
the Lord.”? Nothing short of this 
will ever unite mankind into one 
family, and induce them to recog- 
nize each other as brethren and as 
friends. 

If we direct our observation to- 
wards the state of Greece, we 
cannot but remark something very 
singular in its present aspect. I 
need not mention to you its pris- 
tine splendours, conquests, arts, 
and science, but oa request you 
to compare her whilst in possess- 
ion of this greatness with her pres- 
ent devastated, and abject condi- 
tion. It is true that she now has 
a professed knowledge of the true 
God, of which she was destitute 
at the time the apostle passed 
through the streets of Athens, and 
saw an altar inscribed to the un- 
known God. It is true likewise 
that this knowledge which she at 
present possesses is unconnected 
with papa! influence ; but although 
this be the case, the Greek church 
is sunk into such a state of indif- 
ference, and incorporated with so 
much wretched superstition, as to 
leave them little more of christian- 
ity than the name. ‘The Greeks 
have been for along time in subjec- 
tion to the Turks, and greatly op- 
pressed by them. You are aware 
that Greece has been for some 
time struggling to obtain her an- 
cient freedom, and torrents of 
blood have flowed in the attempt. 
Her cause has excited much inter- 
est in Britain, and considerable 
aid was afforded her from numer- 
ous private sources in this country. 
Lately the governments of Russia 
and England have interfered on 
her behalf, and have insisted on 
Turkey giving peace to Greece. 
This step astonished many of us 
who are anxiously watching the 
signs of the times. We fondly 
hoped that this struggle would 
never have ended without Russia 
taking the field as the ally of 
Greece against Turkey, and that 
this would have led to the over- 


throw of the Ottoman empire, and 
fulfilled the prediction that the 
**Euphrates shall be dried up.” 
Instead of this the Lord of Hosts 
appears to have retired to his se- 
cret place of thunder, and the 
end is not yet. It teaches us 
‘that as the heavens are hizher 
than the earth, so are the ways of 
God higher than our ways, and 
his thoughts than our thoughts.” 
But although clouds and darkness 
are round about him, although jus- 
tice and judgment are the habita- 
tion of his throne, yet mercy and 
truth go before his face, and these 
shall never be frustrated. It is 
indeed an inexpressible satisfac- 
tion that whatever kingdom alters, 
decays, and falls, yet that empire 
for which Jesus bled, shall be uni- 
versal, and shall endure for ever. 

From Greece and Turkey let 
us turn away for the present, and 
direct our observation to England. 
The Anti-Slavery Societies are 
not in the least abated in their 
zeal to destroy that detestable 
system in the British Colonies. 
The planters have of late evinced 
the most determined opposition to 
any interference on the part of 
vur government with the local in- 
terests of those islands which 
have Houses of Assemblies char- 
tered to them for their own gov- 
ernment. This has been particu- 
larly the case on the part of Ja- 
maica. ‘That House of Assembly 
has been remonstrated with re- 
peatedly on the part of our Gov- 
ernment through the medium of 
the Governor of the Island, who 
is the Duke of Manchester, but 
all in vain : and so hostile hag the 
government of Jamaica become 
to the orders of England, respect- 
ing the slave population, that they 
have positively refused to vote the 
usual supplies or taxes for the sup- 
port of the colony. They have 
threatened to separate from Eng- 
land, and place themselves under 
the protection of America. Cer- 
\ tainly they caunot be possessed of 
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much policy to act thus. Ameri- | 
ca is growing increasingly hostile | 
to slavery. And if she were not, 
it is very improbable that she 
would plunge herself ina war with 
this country, by allowing British 
subjects to dispose of a colony to 
a foreign country. 


DETACHED SAYINGS OF THE LATE 
REV. GRIFFITH WILLIAMS. 


(Communicated by a Friend.) 


‘¢ Gop often suffers the case of 
his own people to become almost 
desperate before he appears to 
their help. 

++ All doors were shut to Moses | 
when at the Red Sea, but one) 
which was between him and heav- 
en. God heard his cry (though 
secretly) and sent deliverance ;_ 
so, believer, when you are in such. 
difficulties, that you cannot see a 
way through them, God will ap- 
pear as he did to Moses; then 
stand still and see his great salva- 
tion. | 

¢* When God is about to deliver | 
his people, he finds means to ef- 
fect their deliverance ; as we read | 
of the deliverance of Israel in. 
the time of the Judges, God rais- 
ed a Gideon, a Sampson, a Jep- 
thae, and he doth not want means. 
now to bless and deliver them. 

‘¢To have a will submissive to 
God in distress, is a mark of great-. 
est grace. The devil tried to 
destroy the young man that was. 
coming to Christ; he threw him 
into the fire; the fire said, | can- 
not burn him, he belongs to God ; 
{ will have nothing to do with 
him: he threw him into the wa-. 
ter; the water said, I cannot 
drown him, for God will not per- 
mit me. Blessed be God, all his 
people are immortal until their 
work be done. 

‘¢ Distress is a message that 
comes from God, to bring us upon 
our knees before him; but we) 


don’t like it ; yet God sees there’s 
a needs be for it, thar we may re- 
wneuber him; therefore when it 
hath such an effect, it comes with 
a blessing to us. Before distress, 
the poor soul was barren enough, 
God knows; but now he is 
brought, like Jonan, to call upon 
his God. 

‘+ How many mountains of diffi- 
culties hath the Lord brought you 
through, believer, hitherto ; there- 
fore, bless his name. Oppuse the 
fulness of Christ to our poverty, 
for there is abundantly enough in 
Christ to supply all our wants of 
whatever nature they may be. 
There is not a situation that you 
can be in, but that Christ bears a 
suitable character to that situa- 
tions; when I consider God as 
my shepherd, I have to bless him 
that he hath kept me on his ground 
to the present moment. What 
comforts I enjoy now, are but the 
foretastes of that fulsess I shall 
enjoy on the eternal hills with 
Christ fur evermore. Nothing is 
good for our souls and bodies, in 
short, but the experience of the 
love of God. I may preach to 
you from this pulpit, but except 
God preaches to you from heaven, 
in applying his word to your 
hearts, by the Holy Spirit. it will 
be of no avail ; therefore look up 
to him for a blessing, and may he 


{bless it unto you!” 


look upon the ordinances 
and the means of grace, to be as 
so many path- io lead us to Christ s 
for God’s sake, then, do not rest 
in the plains ; don’t rest in the 
means; don’t rest any where ‘ill 
vou come to the ~on of God. 
Blessed be the Lord, this is the 
glory of the way of salvation, 
that it leads a poor soul from dark- 
ness to light ; from Satan to God : 
it is a way that leads from this 
wilderness to the heights of glory. 
Are there any enemies that dare 
to assault us in this way? ves, 
there are many 3 there is Fuint- 
heart, Mistrust, and Guilt, as Mr. 
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Buryan beautifully represents ; 
but they flee away when Great 
Grace appears; may grace be 
more in our hearts from day to 
day. ‘The way of salvation is 
called the way of holiness: we 
cannot be perfectly happy until 
we are perfectly holy, and that 
we shall be by and by, when we 
arrive at our Father’s house above. 
Blessed be God for the principle 
of grace, that opposes the old man ; 
all the means of grace are ho- 
ly means; they were ordain- 
ed for an holy purpose ; they 
lead to a holy land; there is not 
a soul in this way, that is not a 
holy soul; notwithstanding the 
remains of sin and corruption, 
they have an holy principle ;_ for 
what is grace but holiness ? and he 
that hath grace, purifieth himself 
as God is pure. Don’t concern 
yourselves, Christians, with the 
things of this world; consider 
ourselves as pilgrims: and you 
ap that it would be folly ina 
person who is travelling through a 
place, to stop and erect a habita- 
tion in that place, when he knows 
that he must leave it soon ; so you 
are travelling to another country ; 
the wold doth not know you ; 
they are strangers to yous; and 
if they ill-use you, don’t be con- 
cerned ; this is not your rest, you 
are going home to heaven. God 
help us to act as pilgrims 3 O that 
he would make us pilgrims indeed! 
If we could live as pilgrims we 
should eujoy every thing in this 
world as we pass through it. Our 
wives—our families—our husbands 
—yea, every thing as we ought to 
enjoy them, and find happiness and 
content. he wildertiess, solita 
ry place, and the desert spoken 
of in Isaiah xxxv. 1, 2. are weia- 
phors, representing the pecple of 
God, the Gentiles before conver- 
sion, (signifying barrenness and 
uvfraitfuiness,) but when con- 
verted, they bud and blossom as 


the rose, an! are compared to 


fruitful spots, bringing forth fruit 
unto God, which is the case with 
all his people. There is no other 
way that leads to glory. but the 
Lord Jesus Christ : therefore con- 
sider, if you expect to be happy 
in heaven by and by, whether you 
are in this way or not. May God 
help us to live above ; though we 
may meet with gusts of winds, 
which may drive us here and 
there, yet if our aim is to the har- 
bour, we are safe; we shortly 
shall be there, notwithstanding all 
the winds and storms which blow 
against us. Although you may 
talk with many of the people of 
God about natural things, and they 
may know nothing of astronomy, 
philosophy, or the like, yet come 
and talk to them about the things 
of the Spirit of God, and they will 
tell you, in a very distinct man- 
ner, their knowledge of them ; 
therefore though they know not 
natural things, yet they are not 
ignorant of the way of salvation.””, 


[ Sup. to Evan. Mag. 


LOVE OF THE SCRIPTURES. 


In the British Museum, there 
are two copies of the Scriptures, 
which are peculiarly calculated to 
interest the pious visitants, from 
the circumstances under which 
they were transcribed. The 
elder manuscript contains, ** The 
Oid and New ‘Testaments, in short 
hand, 1686 ;”? which were copied, 
during many a wakeful night, by 
a zeaious Protestant, in the reign 
of James IL, who fearing that the 
attempts of that monarch to re-es- 
tablish popery would terminate in 
the suppression of the sacred 
Scriptures, resolved at least to 
se.ure a copy, for his own use 
by this ingenious method. ‘The 
mauuscript contaims the 
whole bouvk of Psalms, and the 
New Tes'ament, «xcept the Reve- 


Lebanon, Carmel, and Sharon, || lations, in fifteen volumes, folio, 


AUG. 1827. 
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written in characters an inch long, | 
on black paper, manufactured on 
purpose, with a white ink, This’ 
perfectly unique copy was written 
in 1745, at the cost of a Mr. | 
Harries, a tradesman of London, 
whose sight having decayed with. 
age, soas to prevent his reading | 
the Scriptures, though printed in 
the largest type, he incurred the) 
expense of this transcription, that. 
he might enjoy those sources of! 
comfort which **are more to be 
desired than gold, yea, than much 
fine gold.”” The religious senti- 
ments of this venerable man may 
be inferred from the fact, that 
Dr. Owen’s ‘Faith of God’s 
Elect,” was also copied for him, 
in the same style, and occupies 
three volumes. 


Miss. Herald. 


To the Corresponding Secretary. 


REPORT OF THE CHOCTAW ACADEMY 
NEAR THE BLUE SPRINGS, SCOTT 
COUNTY, KENTUCKY, ENDING ON THE 
30TH APRIL, 1827. 


At present there are ninety-one 
Indian youths at this Academy, 
viz. sixty-five Choctaws, twenty- 
five Creeks, and one Potawotamy. 
All in good health and_ spirits. 
making the usual progress in un- 
provement. Eight or nine Po- 
tawotamies more are daily ex- 
tea On the 15th Feb last, 

eter P. Pitchlynn entered this 
School, and Sampson Burch on 
the Ist of April. These young 
men are of great advantage to this 
Institution; the former P. P. 
Pitchlynnis a»outtwenty-one years 


of aye, speaks and understands’ 


= 
the English language well, of a 


fine mind, dignified and gentleman- 
ly conduct, of perfectly sober 
habits, remarkably studious, and 
much inclined to piety. His good 
examples and advice, I find, have 
a most powerful influence on the 


other young men and smaller boys. 


Sampson Birch is about twenty-five 
years of age. He was received 
and baptized some twenty or 
thirty miles from Natchez, in a 
regularly organized Baptist con- 
regation. He brought certificates 
Son the Church of his member- 
ship, and also letters from respec- 
table sources of his moral charac- 
ter. After his baptism he remain- 
ed sometime in his own nation, 
preaching the gospel to his own 
people ; and since his arrival at 
this Academy has regularly preach- 
ed in the Choctaw language to 
the students here. In addition to 
these two, we have a young man 
of the Creek tribe, (Samuel M’In- 
tosh) about nineteen or twenty 
years of age, a member of the 
Methodist Church, a pious orderly 
religious youth; his general de- 
portment is such as to make him 
an ornament to any religious 
society ; he also preaches in the 
Creek language with Sampson and 
myself at the Academy. The cir- 
cumstance of these men coming to 
the School, appears to me to be a 
providential arrangement in the 
great economy of Heaven for the 
promotion of the Institution. The 
prospects of planting the seeds of 
civilization and religion, have 
been flatiering in a high degree, 
ever since this Institution was es- 
tablished ; but it now assumes a 
different aspect; it exhibits a 
character entirely new. That 
and opposition which 
ad heretofore existed, have hid 
their heads, and retired like the 
mist of a summer’s morning before 
the rays of the sun, and the world 
is now convinced of the practicabili- 
ty of Indian reform. The order 
and discipline in the government 
of the School, the decorum and 
good conduct of the boys when at 
worship, the variety of studies 
now pursued in the Academy, 
from easy spelling taking a gradu- 
ai rise through the various branches 
of nglish education, to the 
mathematics and astronomy, te- 
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gether with vocal musick, which is 
also regularly taught, are subjects 
of admiration and surprise to the 
numerous spectators with whom 
the School is so frequently honor- 
ed. ‘The interest of this [nstitu- 
tion has excited gentlemen of the 
first rank, both of the religious 
and political circles, not only of 
our own state, but also of the ad- 


is peculiarly gratifying to see so 
much solicitude and anxiety mani- 
fested by so many for its prospeti- 
ty. What adds in an eminent 
degree to produce feelings of the 
more noble and better sort, is the 
circumstance of having the gospel 
almost every Sabbath in Choctaw, 
Creek, and English. It was a 

oard, to direct that vocal ‘nusick 
should constitute a part of the in- 
struction at this Academy 3; th. 
advantages are very apparent at 
our morning services and un days 
of preaching; it also serves to 
invite some of the youths of both 
sexes fromm among the white popu- 


lation, to join with, and associate 


in a familiar and friendly manner | 


among the Indian youth. All this 
tends to exalt the mind, soften 
the feelings, and give in a good 
degree a relish for refinement of 
manners. [ find also, that much 
advantage results by having youths 
of different tribes associated to- 
gether, not only to cultivate union 
and friendship among those*who 
were once hostile to each other ; 
but as the one cannot understand 
the language of the other, it be- 
comes necessary to make conver- 
sation and present communications 
in aglish, The youths of the 
different tribes associate together 
with as much harmony, and in- 
terest, as if they were all of one 
nation, or of one blood. I should 
do injustice at this time, to pass 
by unnoticed the handsome man- 
ner in which they are clothed, and 
the comfortable arrangement 
made for their boarding and lodg- 
ing, and also the perfect satisfac- 
tion and contentment of mind that 
seems to pervade the whole 
School. 
Respectfully yours, 
THO. HENDERSON, 
Superintendant. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


LATE INTELLIGENCE FROM CALCUTTA, ' 
IN A LETTER TO REV. MR. SHARP, 
BOSTON. 

Calcutta, March 6, 1827. 

Rev. and very dear Sir, 

Accept my thanks for your letter of 
Aug. 17th, which was received by the 
Emerald. 

Several months since, I wrote to a_ 
friend in America, (Dr. Chaplin, I think,) 
mentioning that a large number of the ' 
natives of a village ten miles below 
Calcutta had renounced idolatry, torn 
down their temple, and given their 
image to the missionary, Rev. Mr. 
Trawin. Within a few weeks, the work 
gf the Lord has commenced in the sur- 


rounding villages in a most wonderful 
and glorious manner. Messrs. Trawin 
and Piffard, missionaries from the Lon- 
don Society, have been applied to, by 
deputation from a large number of villa- 
ges, five, eight, and ten miles below 
Kidderpore, begging that they would 
visit their respective villages, and make 
known to the people the way of salva- 
tion. The missionaries have gone out, 
and have been astonished to find the 
people ready prepared to receive the 
gospel. The places of worship are 
thronged,—multitudes follow the mis- 
sionaries from village to village, to hear 
the words of life. On some occasions, 


\} the applications for the bread of life have 
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been so urgent, that the missionaries | 
have thought proper not to return to 
their houses, but to spend the whole night 
in their palanquines; so that they might 
spend more time in their delightful 
work ;—and once when they wished to 
eat, the people threw open their temple 
for their accommodation. On this oc- 
casion, no opposition was made, except 
that one brahman said, “I can never 
worship in that temple again.” The peo- 
ple appear to have entirely given up the 
distinction of caste, and many who, a 
short time since, were “mad on their 
idols,” are now eager to furnish a com- 
mon repast for the native Christians who 
come among them. The applications 
to the missionaries for visits and instruc- 
tion are almost incessant; and once 
when they were at a certain village, the 
people asked them, when they would 
come again. ‘The missionaries answer- 
ed, “in seven days.” The people beg- 
ged that they would come in (five 
days. | 

The preceding statements were made 
to me this morning by the Rev. Mr. Hill, 
who received his information from Mr. 
Trawin. Mr. Hill added, that I ought 
to hear Mr. Trawin relate the narrative 
himself, as he (Mr. H.) could recollect 
but a small part ofthe particulars. From 
what Mr. Hill said, I judge “ the half has 
not been told me.” 

What will be the result of this strong 
work, we cannot foretel. 
much raised. QO, that the sacred fire 
may spread all over India! Should it | 
reach Calcutta, (and O, that it may!) 
here is a vast quantity of the rubbish and | 
filth of superstition and idolatry for it 
to consume. Let our hearts arise to_ 
God in most fervent supplication for 
so desirable an event. 

I have some other facts to relate, but | 
for want of time, I must defer them. 

The news from Burmah you will re- | 
ceive from other sources. We think of 


proceeding in about ten days, to join | 


our brethren Judson and Wade at 
Amherst. 


Yours, &c. 


Extract of a Letter to the Publishers. 


Our hopes are 


GEO. D. BOARDMAN. 


EXTRACT OF LETTER FROM A FRIEND FN 
THE STATE OF NEW YORK, TO THE 
PUBLISHERS OF THE AMERICAN BAP- 
TIST MAGAZINE. 


Otto, June 16, 1827. 


“ But a few years ago, this place was a 
perfect wilderness, inhabited only by 
wild beasts and savages. ‘There are now 
a considerable number of inhabitants, 
and the wilderness is becoming subdued. 
In the year 1825, Sept. 22d, a Baptist 
church was organized, consisting of 
twenty-one members. It was a solemn 
time, I trust the Lord was with us, and 
our hearts were warmed with his pre- 
sence. Four soon after following the 
example of their blessed Master, were 
buried with him by baptism, and joined 
our little number. A few have since been 
received by letter. We have preaching 
occasionally, by ordained ministers, and 
have, from time to time, enjoyed the un- 
speakable privilege of commemorating 
the death and sufferings of our ascended 
Redeemer. There is also a licensed 
preacher from Vermont, living among 
us, who takes the lead in meeting, and 
generally preaches. But this, notwith- 
standing, is really missionary ground. 
The new settlers are generally poor, and 
unable to do much for the support of the 
gospel. These western wilds are sadly 
destitute of faithful, able ministers of 
the New Testament. O when will the 
time arrive, when the wilderness and 
solitary place shall be glad for them ; 
and the desert rejoice and blossom as the 
rose, in a spiritual sense. 

It is a low time, as to religion, in this 
place ; but the Lord is visiting his people 
in other places near us. Saints are re- 
joicing in the God of their salvation. 

We wish for the continuance of the 
Magazine. The cause of Missions lays 
near our heart, though denied the means of 
doing much for its support. We rejoice 
that so much is doing ; but much more 
must be done, before the heathen can 
be given to the Son for his inheritance, 
and the uttermost parts of the earth for 
his possession. May the God of grace 
strengthen the hands and encourage the 


hearts of his children to do good and 
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communicate, until the glorious time {| ings of God with them. They were 
shall arrive, when the knowledge of the || received as candidates for baptism. 

Lord shall cover the earth, as the waters | Lord’s day, 20th, preached and ad- 
do the channels of the mighty deep. ministered baptism to twelve candidates, 

While your prayers and alms for | and gave them and ten others fellowship 
the heathen world, may come up as a | asa church of Christ, by the name of 
memorial before God, we would say to | the African church in Colchester, Upper 
you, in the words of the text, “‘ Brethren, | Canada. This was truly a delightful 
pray for us, inhabitants of the wilder- | solemn scene. The ordinance had never 
ness,”’ | before been administered in this place by 
immersion. 

Saturday, June 2d, the Michigan Bap- 
tist Association held their first annual 
meeting in this village—four churches, 
one ordained, and two licenced ministers. 
Pontiac, Mich. Ter. July 6, 1827. | Ten received by baptism-—T otal, one hun- 
dred and thirty-nine. May this little 
one become a thousand. 


ELKANAH COMSTOCK. 


yO THE PUBLISHERS OF THE AMERICAN 
BAPTIST MAGAZINE. 


Very dear Sirs, 


I devote a few moments to let you 
know the state of religious affairs in this 
destitute region. In January last, my- 
self, with some of our brethren, made a 
visit to Upper Canada, and attended a 
general meeting at Ganfield, Essex 
County, and had the happiness of form- 
ing an acquaintance with a number of June 18, 1827. 
coloured brethren, who had come from 
the Southern States, for the propose of 


_EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A FRIEND 
AT MINISINK, N. Y. 


“The Warwick Baptist Assoviation 
convened at the Baptist meeting-house 
obtaining their liberty. Some of them) ,, Warwick, on i 13th and rp of 


had made a profession of religion prior | June. Elder Tenny preached a dis- 


to their coming from the South, but the | course, introductory to business, from 


most of them have been brought from | Isa. xl. 9. “ Say unto the cities of Judah, 


darkness to light and liberty, since their | Behold your God.” 
settlement in this region, Among the 

number was one by the name of William | 
Wiltre, a preacher ; he was brought from 
Africa to America, before the revolution- 
ary war, and sold for a slave. He had — 
not been ordained. On the 28th of Janu- 
ary, 1827, he was, by solemn ordination, | EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A FRIEND 


We have had upwards of sixty added 
to our churches by baptism the last 
“year.” 


set apart to the work of the ministry. AT RICHMOND, TO THE CORRESPONDING 
The usual questions were proposed by SECRETARY, RELATIVE TO THE AMERI- 
E. Comstock, sermon by the same, text CAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 

1 Tim. iv. 16; consecrating prayer by 

Rev. Mr. Maybee ; imposition of hands July, 1827. 


by Rev. Messrs. Maybee, Stewart, Camp- “The Colony continues to rise in popu- 
bell. Stone, and Comstock; charge by | lation and importance. Their trade or 
E. Comstock; right hand of fellowship their morals may vie with any settlement 
by Rev. Mr. Stewart ; prayer and bene- || of equal numbers in our own country, 
diction by the candidate. The season || and I have little doubt but all the san- 
was solemn and delightful. guine hopes of the founders and friends, 

Saturday, May 19th, rode to Malden, both of the Colony and mission, will 
Upper Canada, and attended meeting || yet be realized. O that Christians would 
with those coloured brethren, and fee] more sympathy for the 50 millions 


keard a number relate the wonderful deal- ll of Pagans in Africa.” 
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‘inquiries were instituted respecting a suit- 
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NEW BAPTIST MEETING-HOUSE | 
IN FEDERAL STREET, BOSTON. | 
| 


On Wednesday, July 18, the Federal | 
Street Baptist meeting-house was opened | 
for religious worship ; and for the infor- | 
mation of our readers, some particulars 
in relation to the interesting undertaking 
will be given. 

For several years past, a number of 
the Baptist friends in Boston have been 
impressed with the duty of effecting the 
erection of an additional house of wor- 
ship ; and with this view a hall was pro- 
cured at the easterly extremity of the 
city, and preaching regularly maintained | 
on the Lord’s-day for a considerable pe- 
riod. But it became apparent, that when 
a new house should be built, the universal | 
wish of the denomination would be to | 
unite in erecting an edifice in a central 
situation. 

A number of the members of the 
churches, therefore, impressed with the 
importance of erecting a central meeting- 
house, met in February, 1825, for prayer 
and consultation on the subject The 
object was approved by the meeting, and 


able location. 

On the 23d of February, a meeting 
was held at the house of Dr. Baldwin, 
and the object appeared so desirable, 
that those who were present engaged 
to subscribe 8000 dollars for the pur- 
pose, and voted to call a general meet- 
ing of the Baptist churches and societies 
in this city, on the 28th of February, to 
present the subject before them. 

On the 28th, the general meeting was 
held at the vestry of the Second Baptist 
Church, when the Pastors of the three 
churches, and a large nuinber of friends 
were present. Dr. Baldwin was chosen 
Moderator, and Mr. John B. Jones, Sec- 
retary. 

Having sought divine direction, and | 
maturely considered the subject, it was | 
voted unanimously, that in the opinion of | 
the meeting, it is expedient to attempt 
the erection of a new Baptist meeting 
house in the city. 

Committees were appointed to receive 


subscriptions, and repert on a location 5 | 


and it was agreed, that when a churck 
should be formed to worship in the 
house, which should receive the fellow- 
ship of the other Baptist churches in 
Boston, the deed should be given to the 
church, as a Calvinistick Baptist Church, 
to be held by them while three male 
members remain adhering to those senti- 
ments. 

Land was purchased for the building 
on Federal Street, at 2 dollars per foot, 
amounting to 15,348 dollars; anda 
Building Committee was appointed to 
carry the design into execution, consist- 
ing of thirteen persons. The expense 
of the building was divided into shares 
of one hundred dollars, and subscriptions 
obtained and paid in for about two 
hundred shares On Sept. 25, 1826, the 
Corner Stone was laid, accompanied 
with appropriate religious services. 

On March 22d, 1827, the building Com- 
mittee addressed letters to the three Bap- 
tist churches in Boston, giving informa- 
tion of the progress of the building, and 
requesting the churches to appoint Com- 
mittees to meet and unitedly consult on 
the most suitable method for the organi- 
zation of a church to meet in Pederal 
Street. This Committee from the 
churches reported various resolutions, 
expressive of deep interest in the object, 
recommending to the members of the 
churches prayerfully to deliberate on 
their duty, suggesting various considera- 
tions for their direction, and appointing 
a meeting on the third Thursday in May, 
of those members whose sense of duty 
should lead them to unite in the new 
church. At the first meeting of the 
brethren, the Pastors and one of the 
Deacons from each church attended 
with them. After several meetings for 
consultation and prayer, 65 brethren 
and sisters harmoniously associated, the 
principal part of whom were members 
of the churches in Boston, and were 
cordially dismissed to compose the new 
church. But it is pleasing to state, 
and should be recorded in testimony 
of the divine goodness, that during the 
religious atteption the present summer, 
more than twice the number have been 


added to the churches by baptism, than 
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were dismissed to form the Federal Street 
Church. 

On Monday, July 16th, a Council was 
convened, consisting of the Pastors and 
Delegates from the three Baptist 
} churches in Boston, and the churches in 
Charlestown, Cambridge, Roxbury, and 
Newton, and having examined the letters 
of dismission, and the faith and order of 
the brethren, agreed to give thei fellow- 
ship asa church of Christ. 

? At the opening of the house on the 
, 18th, the following was the order of ser- 
vices Introductory Prayer was offered 

: by Rev. Joseph Grafton of Newton. The 


** Great King of glory, come,” was sung. 
Select portions of the Sacred Scriptures 
Lg were read by Rev. Mr. Jacobs of Cam- 
| ; bridge. Prayer for the blessing of the 
. Almighty on the building, and on the 
church, was offered by Rev. Mr. Grosve- 
nor, of the First Baptist church. The 
Sermon was delivered by the Rev. Mr. 
Sharp, ofthe Third church, from Eccl. 
v. 1,“ Keep thy foot when thou goest 
to the house of God.” The principal 
object of the preacher was to illustrate 
the duty of previous preparation for the 
publick solemnities of religion; and this 
was ably exhibited from a variety of 
considerations, and urged in an impres- 
sive manner, happily adapted to the in- 
teresting occasion. Rev. Dr. Bolles 
offered prayer after the sermon The 
pleasing solemnity of recognizing the 
; new church by presenting the Right 
; Hand of Fellowship, and an Address to 
4 the church, were by the Rev. Mr: 
} Knowles, of the Second church. He ad- 


verted to the harmonious manner in 
; which the brethren had associated, and 
then, in behalf of the churches, affection- 
. ately presented the Right Hand to Mr. E. 
Lincoln, the brother designated to repre- 
‘¢ sent the new church, accompanied with 
the following Address: 


My Dear Brother, 


In fulfilment of the duty which has 
been assigned to me by our brethren of 
the Council, I offer to you, the Represen- 
tative of the Church, this right hand, as 


a token of recognition as a Church of 


Hymn from Winchell’s Supplement, |! 
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Christ, and of welcome, as a new mem- 
ber of our happy family of Churches. 
We thus testify our approbation of the 
proceedings, which have issued in your 
association as a body of believers in 
Christ. The articles of faith which you 
have adopted, are in perfect harmony 
with those of our own Churches, arfd, in 
our judgment, are drawn, directly and 
purely, from the inspired oracles of God. 
We are entirely satisfied of the Christian 
_character of every member of the Church, 
_and we assure you, as a body and as in- 
dividuals, of our warmest affection, and 
-most cordial fellowship. 
| Although, from the relation in which 
the greater portion of your members have 
stood to your sister Churches in this city, 
itis natural and right, that we should 
fee] some emotions of regret at sundering 
the tie, which has bound us together, as 
members of the same body, yet this sor- 
| row is soothed and overcome—nay, is 
brightened into gratitude and joy, when 
we think, that our brethren and sisters 
have left us, in kindness and peace, to 
form a new family; to take possession 
ofa new portion of the inheritance of 
God’s children ; to set up their banners 
at anew post of opposition to Satan’s 
_kingdom, and to labour, with us, with 
kindred hearts, and common aims, in ex- 
tending the glorious kingdom of our 
Lord. We feel stronger, by the accession 
of this newly organized band, to the host 
of God’s elect. The golden chain of 


and is strengthened by its extension. 
We are assured, that there are, and will 
be, no riva! interests among us. We 
promise you our aid, and we shall con- 
fidently rely on you, in our seasons of 
need. We shall sympathize with you, 
if any of the storms which sometimes as- 
sail the Church of Christ should beat 
against you; and if trials befal us, we 
know, that here we shall find prompt and 
steadfast friends. We shall rejoice in 
your prosperity ; and are confident that 
you will always cherish for us reciprocal 
affection and good will. 

In the name of our Redeemer, then, 
_we gheer you onward; and now, my 
| dear brother, let us exchange the mutual 


our Churches has acquired a new link, . 
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pledge, that we will still be one in heart/ 


~-that as brethren, having one Lord, 
one Faith, and one Baptism, we will 
live and toil together in love ; and that 
our prayer for each other, and for the 
whole Zion of God, shall be, Peace be 
within thy walls, and prosperity within 
thy palaces. For my brethren and com- 
panions’ sakes, I will now say, Peace 
be within thee. 

Mr. Knowles then presented an Ad- 
dress to the church, which was happily 
adapted, deeply to impress a sense of 
responsibility, awaken holy gratitude, 
and excite prayerfulness and activity. 

The services were closed with singing 
from Winchell’s Supplement, “I love thy | 
kingdom, Lord,” &c. 

The Meeting-House is a neat and spa- 
cious edifice, built of brick, 74 feet wide, 
and 86 feet long, including the porch. 


It has a basement story, containing a 


large and convenient vestry, two roonid. 
for candidates to prepare for baptism, 
and three large rooms for other purposes. 
In front of the pulpit is a baptistry. 
There are 117 pews on the lower floor, 
and 34 inthe gallery. A cupola is erect- 
ed, and a bell weighing 1635, pounds. 


—~>— 
ORDINATION. 


Elder Philip Brown was set apart to 
the work of the ministry on the 14th 
of December, 1826, over the Baptist 
church at Liberty, Salt Co. N.Y. The 
Introductory Prayer by Elder G. Bebee; 
Ordination Sermon by Elder Z. Grenell, 
from Rev. iv. 6, 7,8; Ordaining Prayer 
by Elder D. T Hill; Charge to the can- 
didate by Elder G. Bebee; Right Hand 
of Fellowship, by Elder Draper of Conn. ; 
Charge to the peuple by Elder Grenell. 


Account of Moneys received by the Treas- 
urer of the General Convention for the 
Baptist Board of Foreign Missions, 
&c. from June 25, to July 19, 1827. 


Received from the * Shaftesbury Baptist Asssocia- 
tien,”? by Samuel A. Curtis, Esq. Treasurer, 
per Mr C.J Cauldweil, 150,69 
The ** York Bap. Aux. Soc. for For. Missions,” 
it having been contributed as follows, viz. 
Primary Society Berwick and York, - 8,38 
Cornish Female Benevolent - 9575 


Stranger, 5,00 
Contribution at the York 4,50 
Joseph Woodward, - - 1,00 


For Burm2n Mission, ———28,,63 
Stranger, for the Mission aes the Western 
Indians, - - 2,00 
By A. Smith, Esq. Trencuser. 
Received from the ‘* Female Industriovs So- 
ciety,”” of Rev Danie! Sharp’s congregation, 
to assist in the educatiou of two Indian 
girls at the Carey Station, by the name of Ann 


Sharp and Sophia O Lncoln, - ° 40,08 
John O’Brien, Esq Brunswick, Me. for the 
benefit of Indian Stations in the U. states, 10,00 


Children of the Sabbath school of Rey. Mr. 

Sharp’s Congregation, for the Carey Station, 

to assist in the education of Indian Chik ren, 4:23 
Received from a Female Friend in Stoughton, 

Mass. per Rev. O Tracy, (for Burman Mis.) 2,00 
Roxbury Fen.ale Industrious a for 


Carey Station, - - - 17,00 
Baptist Church in aid ‘for Carey 
Station » = - 7 7,85 


Per Rev. - 
H. B. Rounds, Esq Treas. of the Utica Bap. For. 


eign Mission Society, per Mr E Lincoln, 25,00 
Rev David Benedict, Treasurer of the Rhode 
Island Baptist State Convention, 300,00 


The Mulbery st Baptist Miss Soc N. York, 
it having been contributed as follows, viz. 
From the Mulberry St. Female Mis- 
sion Society, - $0,00 
From Senior and Juni-r Male Societies, 50,00 
Per Thomas Stokes, Esq = eee 100,00 
The Beriah Baptist Church and Congregation, 
New York, per Rev. Aaron Perkins, - 74.00 


dolls. 762,40 


HEMAN LINCOLN, Treas, 


Moneys received by the Treasurer of the 
Baptist Missionary Society of Massa 
chusetts, after the settlement of his 
annual account, May 29, 1827. 


June t By Cash of Mr. Stephens, Eastport, 2,06 
From Lincoln & Eamands, being profits arising 
from the American Baptist Magazine, 
Baptist Church and Society, Cambridge, viz. 
Bela Jacobs, - - - 2,00 


Elijah Corey, - - 10,Cc0 
Levi Farwell, - 10,00 
Prudence Farwell, - 130,00 
Wm Brown, - ~ 5,00 
Charles Everett, - - 5,00 
Josiah Hovey, - 1,00 
Ebenezer Hovey, - - - 1,00 
N. Litchfield, - 1,00 
Nathaniel Stone, - 1,00 
Collection, - - - - 33.86 
Missionary Box in Vestry, - - 28 98 
10,77 


Amount collected at First Baptist Meeting. house, 
after Missi .ary Sermon, by Mr. Drinkwater, 27,00 


Jacob Richardson, - 1,00 
Mr. Stockbridge, - - 350 
Rev. Warren Bird, 2,00 
Rev. A Fisher, jr. - - 1,00 
Rev. Charles Triin, - - 1,00 
Rev. J. Ballard, - - - 1,00 
Mr. John Sullivan, - 2,00 


Benj Kent, - - - 2,00 
Rev Jesse Hartwell, executor to the estate of Mr 

‘Tobey, being a part of thc proceeds of said estate, 17,62 
Donation from Rev Jesse Hartwell, 10,38 
A friend to missions in Roxbury, being one dollar 

per month from July 4, — to July 4, 1827, 12,00 
Jonas Evans, - 5,00 
Dividend Un ited States 4,50 
From Third BaptistCburch and Society, Boston, 38,00 
Treasurer of the Executive Committee of the 

Massachusetts Baptist Education Society, being 

interest on Mr.Cornish’siegay, - - 4C0,00 


dolls, 1212;23 
LINCOLN, Treas 
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